The Plague of Locusts

In Mark chapter 10, a wealthy young man went to Jesus ostensibly seeking guidance but actually seeking confirmation that he was righteous.  The young man bragged that he had kept God’s commandments since childhood.  Jesus knew his heart and zeroed in on one glaring weakness, his love of money.  God knows our hearts and can create a custom-made trial for each of us to bring us to repentance.  The plagues sent to Pharaoh were specifically designed by God to strike at Pharaoh’s most vulnerable areas. David Guzik wrote that God demonstrated through the plagues that He was greater than:

Khnum, Osiris and Hapi, gods of the Nile
Heqt, frog goddess of fertility
Hathor, a cow like goddess
Imhotep, god of medicine
Nut, the sky goddess

Exodus chapter 10 begins with God speaking to Moses about the miraculous signs that He had performed in Egypt.   Matthew Henry wrote that Moses likely felt some concern for the well-being of the Egyptian people.  They had borne the brunt of 7 plagues brought on by their uncaring king.  Henry noted that Moses was probably astonished at the obstinacy of Pharaoh and God’s severity.  You could say that Moses was caught in the middle between God and the people of Egypt.  He would spend 40 years acting as peacemaker between God and the Israelites (for the most remarkable example of that see Ex. 32:31-32). It may be that Moses did ask God why the plagues were necessary and verse 2 could well have been God’s response.  He instructed Moses to tell his sons and grandsons about the things that God had done so that His power and glory would be known.  The events are recorded for posterity so that all may know God’s power.  

Moses gave a warning to Pharaoh that if he did not let the Israelites go then a plague of locusts would be released upon Egypt.  While there is no record that God had instructed Moses to tell that to Pharaoh, we may not be privy to all of the conversations Moses had with God.  The land had been severely beaten down by the hail storm described in chapter 9.  Moses warned that whatever crops remaining in the land would be completely devastated by swarming locusts.  Pharaoh’s officials had seen enough.  They implored Pharaoh to let the Israelites go saying that Egypt had been destroyed.  Throughout history there are examples of tyrants who maintained complete control plunging their countries into destruction while officials lacked the courage to intervene.  Pharaoh seemed to be partially inclined to bargain with Moses, asking who would be going into the desert.  When Moses replied that all men, women, children and animals would go, Pharaoh responded that only the men would be allowed to go which would have meant that women and children would have been held as hostages.  At God’s command, Moses summoned the swarm of locusts which were delivered by an easterly wind.  These small insects (about 1.25 inches long) can inflict enormous damage in a short period of time.  In 1875 a locust swarm estimated at 1800 miles long and 110 miles wide attacked the midwestern region of the US.  The number of locusts was thought to be in the trillions and they consumed all plant life in their path.  Such was the plague that was visited on Egypt.  As Moses had predicted, they so decimated the land that no green thing remained in the trees or the fields.  Pharaoh once again appeared contrite, confessing his sin against God and Moses.  He again asked Moses to pray to God on his behalf that the locusts would be taken away.  Just as before, however Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he would not let the Israelites go.

What followed was perhaps the most frightening plague of all.  Again, without warning God plunged Egypt into total darkness for 3 days. The nation was paralyzed, no one could venture out of their home.  This would have afforded Pharaoh an opportunity to reflect on the great harm he had brought on his country.  Unlike Saul though he remained spiritually blind.  His supposed repentant offer to allow the Israelites to go was short lived and the chapter ends with Pharaoh dismissing Moses from his presence.  The contrast of light in the Israelite camp and darkness in Egypt is symbolic of the light of Jesus vs. the darkness of Satan.  Darkness was the 5th bowl of God’s wrath poured out in Revelation 16:10.  John wrote extensively about the light of Jesus and the darkness of Satan in his gospel (i.e. 1:5, 3:19-21).   Although Pharaoh did not come to repentance, it may well be that some Egyptians put their faith in God as a result of the darkness.    
