Crossing the Sea

Have you ever been between the devil and the deep blue sea or between a rock and a hard place?  We often view our choices as binary, that is we must pick one of two options and sometimes neither is attractive.  As I have written before, my former boss talked about finding the “least worst” alternative when faced with a situation with no good solution.  Creative thinkers are sometimes able to see a third option that others do not consider.  In chapter 14 the Israelites were between the devil (Pharaoh) and the deep Red Sea.  They thought their options were limited to fighting Pharaoh or drowning.  They could not see the third option available to them, trusting God.  

Chapter 13 ended with the Israelites leaving Succoth and moving on about 160 miles to Etham which was located near the southern tip of the Sinai Peninsula.   At the beginning of chapter 14, God told Moses to have the people turn back and camp between Migdol and the Red Sea opposite Bal Zephron (known as Tiran Island on modern map).  God knew that Pharaoh would see this as a sign that the Israelites were wandering aimlessly and he would use it as an opportunity to attack them.  Pharaoh and his officials had recovered from the shock of the plague of the firstborn and regretted allowing the Israelites to leave.  Their economy had been built on slave labor and they realized the impact the loss of their slaves would have on their nation.  Pharaoh and his army pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the Red Sea.  The Israelites immediately assumed that the worst would happen, they would die in the desert at the hands of the Egyptians.  They blamed Moses for their situation claiming that they had left against their better judgment and that they would have preferred slavery to death.  This would be a continuing argument in the coming months as they encountered hardship in the desert.  The Israelites had seen repeated demonstrations of God’s power as he released the plagues on the Egyptians.  They continued to see God’s miracles as the pillars of cloud and light guided their path.  Despite all that, they forgot God’s power and feared Pharaoh’s power.  Moses alone had faith and told them to stand firm and that God would fight for them.  In verse 15 God asked Moses “Why are you crying out to me?”  This may be an indication that Moses had prayed to God for their deliverance.  There is no Scripture that says “God helps those who help themselves” however God may have been telling Moses that there is a time for prayer and a time for action and this situation called for him to act.  

God performed yet another miracle by parting the Red Sea so that the Israelites could cross to the other side in safety.  In his mercy God provided the Egyptians with another opportunity to turn back.  The pillar of cloud was over the Egyptians so they could not see what was ahead of them.  The prudent thing would have been to withdraw but they did not and all the Egyptians drowned as God allowed the sea to return. 

The chapter ends with the Israelites recognizing God’s power, fearing Him and putting their trust in Him and Moses.  Last week Sarah used the word “shallow” to describe a superficial relationship.  Despite their professed trust in God, the Israelites faith was shallow.  

Romans 8:28 says “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose”.  When faced with a difficult situation that seemingly has no solution, we should remember that scripture.  God performed a miracle that no person would have thought possible when he parted the Red Sea.  Not even Moses understood what God was going to do but he had faith that God would deliver them. The truth is that God has limitless options as his disposal, things the human mind is incapable of comprehending.  “Trust in the Lord and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight” (Prov. 3:5-6).   
