The Ten Commandments

The first 4 commandments are about our relationship with God and the remaining 6 are about our relationships with other people.  Since there are 50 percent more commandments about people, that may tell us something about how God expects us to treat one another.  It’s easier to get along with God, after all He does not share some of our character traits such as pride, greed, dishonesty, envy, and unforgiving just to name a few.   I sometimes think it is easier to love people than to like them.  David Guzik wrote “The Ten Commandments (and all of the Law of Moses that follows) is a God-based moral code. It doesn’t just say that certain behavior is unwise or unhelpful; it says that God commands us to do or not do certain things, and it either says or implies that:
· God sees our obedience or disobedience.
· God measures our obedience or disobedience.
· God, in some way, rewards our obedience and punishes our disobedience.

Before announcing the Ten Commandments, God states that He is the Lord who brought the Israelites out of slavery.  With this statement He is affirming his sovereign right to establish any laws He deems fit.

1. You shall have no other gods before me.  This was not an acknowledgement by God that other gods exist, however polytheism had been practiced by Jacob’s family (Gen 35:2) and earlier by Terah (Josh. 24:2) who was Abraham’s father.  The 400 years the Israelites spent in Egypt would have been a further corrupting influence as the Egyptians worshiped multiple gods.   Having gods before God can also include anything that takes priority over God in our lives such as pride or pursuit of wealth.  
2. You shall not make for yourself an idol. An idol would be an image fashioned out of any material that would become the object of worship.  Certainly idols would go hand in hand with polytheism as people would craft objects large and small to represent the gods they worshiped.  The book of Daniel describes a golden idol erected by Nebuchadnezzar which was 90 feet tall. The Pyramids and the Great Sphinx of Giza are examples of enormous idols.   
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.  This of course includes assigning a last name to God as some do but it can also refer to using God’s name in a frivolous manner as well as calling on God’s name without having faith.   
4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  This commandment specifically notes that God rested on the 7th day after He had made the heavens, the earth, the sea and all that is in them and we are to do the same.  The Israelites created numerous laws regarding the Sabbath, some of which exist today. From Chabad.org:  Lights which will be needed on Shabbat are turned on before Shabbat. Automatic timers may be used for lights and some appliances as long as they have been set before Shabbat. The refrigerator may be used, but again, we have to ensure that it's use does not engender any of the forbidden Shabbat activities. Thus, the fridge light should be disconnected before Shabbat by unscrewing the bulb slightly and a freezer whose fan is activated when the door is opened may not be used.  Jesus addressed such a legalistic approach to this commandment in Luke chapter 14:  “Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?’ But they remained silent.  So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way.  Then he asked them, ‘If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?’”  (Luke 14:3-5)
5. Honor your mother and father.  We have challenges with this at various times in our lives.  Paul wrote that children are to obey their parents (Eph. 6:1).  As children get older they can chafe under parental authority.  Samuel Clemmons wrote that at 14 he thought his father was the stupidest man on earth and at 21 he was amazed how much he had learned in years.  As adults mature the demands of careers and families can override concern for parents.  Few societies have managed to solve the problem of caring for elderly adults.  The scribes and Pharisees had sunk so low in abandoning their parents that Jesus rebuked them for hiding behind the law to avoid their obligations (see Mark 7:6-13). 
6. You shall not murder.  The KJV uses the word kill instead of murder.  Some argue that this commandment prohibits killing under any circumstances, even self defense.  Many conscientious objectors base their belief on this as well as those who oppose capital punishment.  As we will see in our study of chapter 21, God made provisions for capital punishment in the laws He established for the Israelites.  God also authorized the Israelites to kill their enemies while conducting wars.  I believe the NIV captures the intent of this commandment by using the word murder and our legal system acknowledges a difference between murder and manslaughter.
7. You shall not commit adultery.  God’s plans for us included a monogamous relationship that was to be so strong that couples become one flesh (Gen 2:24).  
8. You shall not steal.  In some cultures even today, theft is punishable by cutting off a hand.  On the other hand (ha!) in California some cities no longer consider shoplifting a crime.  
9. You shall not give false testimony.  Perhaps the most common abuse of this commandment is gossip which can escalate to damaged reputations.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  This might be considered a catch all commandment since it is highly correlated with several other commandments.  Coveting can lead to murder, adultery, theft and lying.  Matthew Henry wrote that coveting is the first born of our corrupt nature and noted that Paul wrote about this in Romans.  “What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead.” (Rom. 7:7-8) 



