Moses and the Burning Bush

The chapter begins with Moses tending the flock of Jethro who was his father-in-law.  After living in Midian for 40 years Moses did not have his own flock, instead he working as another man’s shepherd.   As he reached Mt. Horeb Moses noticed an unusual sight, a burning bush which was not consumed by the fire.  Horeb is referred to here as the mountain of God and it also called Mt. Sinai (see 19:11).  There is some disagreement over the actual location of Mt. Sinai.  Some believe it is located in the area known as South Sinai between the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of Aqaba.  Others think it is located just east of the Gulf of Aqaba in a region which today is part of Saudi Arabia.  Mt. Sinai was where God entered into the covenant with the Israelites and gave the Ten Commandments to Moses (24:13).  Seeing the burning bush, Moses went closer to see what he called a strange sight.  The angel of the Lord was in the flame, a preincarnate appearance of Jesus.  God called Moses from the flame and told him to take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground.  God identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

God told Moses that He had seen the suffering of His people in Egypt and had come down to bring them into Canaan.  He would be sending Moses to Pharaoh to bring His people out of Egypt.  Moses offered the first of several objections, saying “Who am I?” indicating he did not think he was worthy.  He then asked what name should he use for God if asked by the Israelites.  God replied “I AM WHO I AM” and told Moses to tell the Israelites that I AM has sent you.  God may have told him that to make clear that He was the one true God as opposed to false gods that the Israelites may have been introduced to by the Egyptians.  

God assured Moses that the elders of the Israelites would listen to him and go with him to Pharaoh to request a 3 day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices.  God knew that Pharaoh would refuse and told Moses that he would perform miracles after which Pharaoh would allow them to leave.  The chapter ends with God’s prophecy of the Egyptians paying the Israelites to leave (see 12:35-36).

This chapter provides us with some compelling things to ponder about God and our relationship with Him.

· God’s calling of Moses was much different than the manner in which he called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God approached those 3 patriarchs and unilaterally established his covenant with them.  The calling of Moses began with Moses approaching God.  The burning bush was a sign that Moses could have ignored and God would have chosen another man to send to the Israelites.  This is a reminder that we have the invitation for salvation from God but it requires a response from us.  

· Ordained ministry occurs at the intersection of God’s will and our obedience.  We sometimes embark on non-ordained ministries thinking we know God’s will when we don’t.  At other times we don’t respond to God’s call on our lives.  As we discussed last week, Moses thought he was prepared to lead his people out of bondage 40 years earlier but that was not God’s will.  After 40 years of humbly serving his father in law he had become a reluctant leader.  His Al Haig moment had passed and he had become Colin Powell.  

· God’s proclamation “I AM”.  By this statement God declared that he is self-sufficient, eternal and self-existent.    Fred Zaspel noted that the burning bush was symbolic of this because it was self- sustaining needing no additional fuel to maintain its flame.  I had the pleasure of meeting a fellow believer this past weekend who told me of a conversation she had with a non-believer who agreed with the idea of a creator but he thought it was someone like us. Our God is all powerful and his self-existence is beyond our ability to comprehend.  Some of His multiple names provide us ways that we can understand him better because they relate to specific ways He acted.

Jehovah Jireh-God will provide (Gen. 22:8-14)
Jehovah Nissi-God our Banner (Ex. 17:15)
Jehovah Rapha-The Lord our Healer (Ex. 15:26)
Jehovah Shalom-The Lord is Peace (Judges 6:24) 

· We should be on the lookout for burning bushes today.  Rev. Edgar Budde wrote an article entitled “There Are Burning Bushes Everywhere”.  He made the following points I think we should consider:

First, the burning bushes of everyday miracles, what Rabbi Kushner calls the garden variety everyday mystical experiences. The Irish poet John O’Donohue once said that the most amazing thing about our lives is that we are here at all, that we exist. Life itself is a burning bush and cause for wonder and gratitude.
Cultivating a spirit of gratitude opens us to the miracle of our lives and the small flames of countless burning bushes that require absolutely nothing from us, but are simply there to give us sustenance.

There is another kind of burning bush, the second of the three for today. It has some urgency to it, for it is born of someone else’s need for help. I think of Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan in this light. 

The final burning bush calls to us as the second one does, but it’s invitation is not open-ended; it’s not for anyone. It has your name on it, or mine. The example of Moses is instructive here. God wasn’t trying to get everyone’s attention with the blazing bush that was not consumed. God was speaking to Moses, and God deliberately chose fire as the means to get his attention because of the fire that had once burned so fiercely inside him.

