Chapter 23 begins with verses 1-9 covering laws of justice and mercy with the remainder of the chapter devoted to matters related to worship of God.  Verses 1 & 2 address false testimony beginning with a warning about false reports.  Repeating gossip is just as bad as starting it and could be worse since stories are embellished as they are repeated.  “If you don’t have anything nice to say about anybody, come sit next to me” is a quote attributed to Alice Roosevelt Longworth.  Some people seem to relish the misfortune of others.  Even if something is true, it does not have to be repeated.  Proverbs has many verses about gossip, e.g. 11:12-13, 16:28, 18:7-8.  Paul warned Timothy about gossipers (1st Tim 5:12-13).   False testimony can also result from a desire to go along with the consensus.  G. Campbell Morgan observed that  “The history of all right movements has been in the first place the history of lonely souls, who, having heard the authentic voice of God, have stood alone or in small minorities.”  
In verse 3 God instructs the Israelites to not show favoritism to a poor man in a lawsuit.  Although our natural inclination would be toward mercy, not every poor man is a victim.  Lawsuits should be decided on the facts. Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly (Lev. 19:15).  Verse 6 speaks to those who would try to take advantage of a poor man.  
In verse 4 God required kind treatment of animals belonging to enemies.   David Guzik wrote “How you feel about someone does not determine right or wrong behavior towards them. There are principles of justice that must be observed above our feelings.” (see Matt. 5:44 and Rom. 12:20)
Verse 7 addresses false testimony in a criminal charge.  If an innocent man was put to death, God would punish the true criminal and would also hold accountable those who bore false witness.  Bribes described in verse 8 appear to be related to those who would sell their testimony in a legal matter. 
Verses 10-12 govern Sabbath laws.  In keeping with God’s commandment to rest as He did on the 7th day, rest was commanded in working which extended to slaves, aliens and animals.  Fields were to remain fallow in the 7th year so the poor could get remnants from crops (Guzik points out that some Israelites did this by cultivating 6/7ths of their land annually).  Verse 13 would seem to reinforce all laws previously given along with the repeated admonition about worshiping other gods.  
In addition to the Feast of Unleavened Bread which God established at Passover in Egypt, God instructed the Israelites to observe 2 more annual festivals.  God provided more detailed instructions for those festivals in Leviticus.  The Feast of Harvest is also known as Pentecost and is celebrated 50 days after the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  This was to celebrate the spring grain harvest.  On the first Pentecost celebrated after Jesus ascended to Heaven, 3,000 new Christians were harvested (Acts 2:41).  The first fruits are symbolic of Jesus who was the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep (1st Cor. 15:20).  The Feast of Ingathering was to be celebrated in early fall at the end of the growing season when the crops are harvested.   It was also called the Feast of Tabernacles.  In the remaining verses of this section God gave instructions on sacrifices once again reminding the Israelites that they were to bring the best of their fruits as offerings.
In verse 20 God says the He is sending an angel (Angel KJV) ahead of them to guard them and lead them to the place He had prepared.  Some believe this to be Moses who was ordained by God to lead them.  Others think it may refer to an angel such as Gabriel or Michael.  Consider the authority vested in the angel:  He would not forgive their rebellion (not pardon their transgressions, KJV).  God also said that His name was in Him.  This was the Angel of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  This may be a reference to Jesus being in the pillars of cloud and fire.  God promised that he would wipe out all their enemies but also warned them not to adopt the worship of idols which was common in Canaan.  God’s promise to take away their sickness was a conditional promise which was unfulfilled because the Israelites did not meet God’s conditions of worshiping only Him.  The chapter ends with God establishing the borders of the land they would inherit in Canaan.  He once again warned the Israelites not to make a covenant with the inhabitants of Canaan or worship their gods.  He said they would be a snare to them which proved to be the case.
