The Covenant Confirmed
Several years ago I had a gravel driveway installed at our farm.  While that sounds simple enough, it required a good bit of fill and it is nearly a quarter of a mile in length.  A Mennonite in New Holland had been recommended and he did a great job.  After our initial meeting at the property, he drew up a contract quoting the price and scope of work.  Many might pine for the good old days when all that was needed was a handshake and a man’s word but contracts are often necessary even between Christians.  It is easy to have a misunderstanding particularly when an extended period of time lapses between a verbal agreement and the actual work being performed.   It is also important to have agreement on what specifically is included and when it is to be finished.  In our study of Exodus chapter 24 we see a more formal agreement being established between God and the Israelites.  
In chapter 19 we read how the Israelites had reached Mt. Sinai where God promised them that they would be His particular treasure above all other nations (19:5) if they kept His covenant.  They responded as one agreeing to do so after which God gave the Ten Commandments and other laws in chapters 20-23.  Chapter 24 begins with God summoning Moses, Aaron and his sons and the 70 elders up to the mountain.  Moses went alone to meet with God then descended the mountain to deliver all God’s laws to the Israelites and again they responded that they would do all the God required.  Moses then made a written record of all that God had said.  
Next Moses did the following:
1. Built an altar at the foot of the mountain
2. Set up 12 stone pillars, one for each tribe
3. Presented burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls, dividing the blood between bowls and the altar
4. Read God’s covenant to the people and they responded again that they would do all God commanded
5. Sprinkled the blood on the people
Notice the multiple steps and the formality and solemnity with which Moses conducted this ceremony.  Many generations of cultures have practiced various rituals as covenants were ratified by the parties involved.  Most of us have seen westerns where Indians would cut their hands then merge their blood as a sign of agreement.  This practice dates back to ancient times in the Middle East.  I read an article about David Livingstone, the missionary in Africa who entered into a peace covenant with a tribe that allowed Livingstone to pass through their land.  He received a spear from the chief as a token of the covenant which was recognized by other tribes and gave him safe passage.  When Abraham entered into a covenant with Abimelech at Beersheba he received rights to a well and Abimelech received 7 lambs (Gen 21:30).  When the Israelites entered into a covenant with God each of the steps taken were to honor God.  Just as his ancestors had done on several occasions, Moses built an altar.  The 12 stone pillars signified that each tribe and by extension, each person was part of the covenant.  David Guzik observed that there was only one covenant and the same is true today with the New Covenant.  While we do have an individual personal relationship with Jesus, we don’t have our own private agreement with Him that contradicts His word.  Blood sacrifices were required by God which was symbolic of the blood of Jesus God required as atonement for our sins.  The sprinkling of the blood symbolizes that we are covered by the blood of Jesus.
When Moses and the elders went up the mountain, they saw under God’s feet pavement of sapphire stone which was as clear as the sky.  What they saw was similar to the sea of glass before God’s throne which John described in Revelation 4:6 and the crystal firmament seen by Ezekiel in Ez. 1:26.  The elders shared a meal which was also customary to commemorate a covenant.  The chapter ends with Moses once again ascending to the top of the mountain where he remained with God for 40 days.
The written document Moses produced to record God’s laws was not for His benefit.  He would have no need for such a document.  It was to provide the Israelites clear instructions of the laws they would be called to obey as their part of the covenant.  Ignorance of the law would be no excuse.  There was also a practical reason for a written code.  Moses and his appointed judges would be called on to enforce the laws and it was important that they have a clear understanding of God’s requirements.




