The Altar of Burnt Offering 
As we have previously discussed, God provided Moses with a pattern to use when giving him instructions on building the tabernacle and its furnishings (see 25:9).  In Hebrews we read that the pattern that God provided was actually a copy of a tabernacle in heaven (see Heb. 8:5).  While it was a copy, it was also inferior to the heavenly tabernacle since it was called a shadow.  As we continue our study of Exodus in chapter 27, we see that God provided instructions for the construction of the altar of burnt offerings and the courtyard and required that oil be provided for the lampstand.  
The altar was to be made of wood, 7.5 feet long and wide and 4.5 feet tall.  It was to be covered with bronze to protect the wood from the heat generated by the burning of sacrifices.  A horn was to be fashioned from the wood at each corner of the altar.  When the altar was moved to the temple, it was used as a sanctuary by Adonijah (1st Kings 1:50) and Joab (1st Kings 2) as they fled from Solomon and laid their hands on the horns of the altar.  The utensils used in the preparation of the sacrifices were to be made of bronze as well.  God told Moses to make the altar just as he was shown on the mountain.  
Next God gave instructions for a courtyard measuring 75x150 feet which would provide an enclosure for the tabernacle which was 15x45 feet.  Linen curtains hung between posts would be the walls of the courtyard and the entrance would have a curtain made of blue, purple and scarlet yarn like those in the interior of the tabernacle.  
Finally, God told Moses to have the people bring clear oil from pressed olives to be burned in the lamps.  Aaron and his sons as priests attending to the tabernacle would be responsible for keeping the lamps burning between evening and morning.
Since the earthly tabernacle is a shadow of what is in heaven, we should look to other areas of scripture to find references to the heavenly tabernacle.  Since God’s instructions began with the ark, we can start there.   The ark accompanied the Israelites during the journey through the desert and was brought into Canaan when they settled there.  The ark remained in Shiloh until taken to Ebenezer to encourage their army during a battle with the Philistines (1st Sam. 4:4).  The ark was captured by the Philistines who took it to different locations within their land where it afflicted them (1st Sam. Chapter 5) until they finally returned the ark to the Israelites (1st Sam. Chapter 6).  King David had the ark brought to Jerusalem and it was transferred to the temple by Solomon (1st Kings 8:3).  It was apparently removed from the temple at some point, perhaps by a king who defiled the temple.  The last time in the Old Testament the ark is mentioned is when King Josiah had it returned to the temple (2nd Kings 35:3)    where it probably remained until the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar in about 586 BC.  The earthly location of the ark is unknown (I wonder how many people actually believe it is deep in the bowels of a warehouse in Washington DC).  In Revelation John sees a vision of the ark in Heaven (11:19) which brings into question whether this is the actual ark that was in the temple or an original from which the earthly copy was made.  
Although I can find no mention of the table of the bread of Presence in heaven, the lampstand in the tabernacle has its counterpart in heaven described in Revelation as Jesus stands in the midst of seven golden lampstands.  Jesus tells John that the seven lampstands are the seven churches.  Revelation also has numerous references to a temple in heaven (e.g. 7:15, 14:17, 11:19).  Perhaps the most interesting reference is contained in 15:5 where John describes the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven which may be an indication that the heavenly tabernacle and temple are one and the same. 
The remaining furnishings in the tabernacle were the altars of burnt offering and incense and the basin for washing.  There is no mention of a basin in heaven which would seem logical since no cleansing would be required.  There is also no mention of an altar for burnt offerings as there would be no need for sacrifices in heaven.  In Revelation 8:3 an angel offered incense on the golden altar which was before the throne in heaven.
Chapters 40-48 of Ezekiel provide us with an intriguing image of a temple that Ezekiel was shown in a vision.  The temple that he saw was 175x175 feet, substantially larger than either the original temple or the rebuilt temple.  Ezekiel described in great detail how sacrifices were to be conducted in this temple.  Some believe that the temple he saw was the temple rebuilt by Zerubbabel although its scale did match the vision.  Others believe it to represent a temple to be built during the millennium (to accept this theory requires acknowledging a return to animal sacrifices).  Others believe the vision depicts the New Testament church rather than a real physical structure. 
Although it is impossible to know what the heavenly temple and its furnishing look like, Revelation makes clear that the temple will not remain in eternity.  I did not see a temple in the city, because the LORD God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. (22:3)
