Consecration of the Priests  
I am pleased to report that the vertical siding on one side of my barn is nearly complete.  Based on the time required to saw and install the siding so far, I can look forward to finishing the barn by the end of next month.  Knowing the completion date is near makes it easier to go out every day and work on it even though the constant sawing and nailing can be monotonous.  Imagine the drudgery of working on the Sagrada Familia Cathedral in Barcelona.  Designed by architect Antoni Gaudi to seat 14,000 worshippers, construction of the cathedral began in 1883 but was only 15 percent complete when Gaudi died in 1926.  Construction continued intermittently during the 1900’s and the current chair of the building committee estimates that it will be finished by 2026, a mere 143 years from commencement.  In chapter 29 of Exodus, Moses makes preparations for Aaron and his sons begin work for service as priests.  Priesthood would be a job handed down to future generations with no end date in sight.  
The chapter begins with God instructing Moses to consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve God as priests.  God describes an elaborate service to be conducted at the entrance to the tabernacle involving 3 offerings.  First Aaron and his sons are washed then dressed in the garments described in chapter 28 then Aaron is anointed with oil as the High Priest.  A bull was to be sacrificed on the altar after which some of its blood would be spread on the horns of the altar with the rest poured out at the base of the altar.  The bull would be a sin offering. 
Next a ram would be slaughtered and its blood sprinkled on the altar.  After that, the ram would be butchered and burned on the altar.  It would be a burnt offering giving off an aroma pleasing to God.
Finally, a second ram would be sacrificed and its blood placed on the right ears, thumbs and toes of the priests and their garments and the altar.  Parts of the ram along with unleavened bread, a cake and a wafer would be used as a wave offering.  Aaron and his sons would then eat meat from the ram and bread at the entrance to the tabernacle during the ordination ceremony which would last for 7 days.  A bull and two rams were to be sacrificed each day as sin and burnt offerings along with drink and grain offerings.  The burnt offering was to continue daily after the completion of the ordination period.   God promised that after the consecration of the priests, he would dwell among His people.
Each of the offerings God described had a purpose.  The sin offering was required before the other 2 because God required atonement for sins before any fellowship with Him was possible.  The sin offering would be required thereafter whenever anyone intentionally or unintentionally sinned.  A sin offering was made as part of the ceremony on the Day of Atonement.  The sin offering is of course symbolic of Jesus being offered up for our sins.  
The burnt offering was made so that the smoke from the offering would ascend to God as a pleasing aroma.  Burnt offerings are recorded as early as Genesis 8:20.  This was done as a means of restoring a relationship with God.  Since the burnt offering was to continue twice daily, it was the most common offering on the altar.
The wave offering was a symbolic offering before God where the animal being sacrificed would be consumed as a meal by the priests.
Although each of the offerings had a specific purpose, in each case Aaron and his sons were to place their hands on the animal before its sacrifice.  This was done to acknowledge that the animal was receiving the punishment that the priests and the people actually deserved.  As we discussed last week, Aaron wore stones on the ephod and breastpiece which represented each tribe and therefore each individual Israelite.  Under the new covenant, we are all part of a royal priesthood with no need for an earthly priest to represent us before God.  Jesus as our high priest in heaven offered himself as a sacrifice.  We in turn are called to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice daily (Rom. 12:1).
With the ordination of Aaron and his sons, the work of the priests began in the tabernacle and would continue with the building of the temple generations later by which time thousands of animals would have been sacrificed on the altar.  The work of the priests was never complete because sacrifices had to be made continually because sin continued.  Hebrews chapter 10 describes sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year which could never make the people perfect.  Ray Pritchard call this the “treadmill of sacrifice”.  After hours of pedaling a treadmill, you will remain in the same location as when you started just as generations of sacrifices brought the Israelites no closer to God.  Pritchard noted that while there was a seat for God in the Tabernacle (the mercy seat), there were no chairs for the priests.  They were continually working, standing before the altar doing a job that would never be finished.  Pritchard wrote “If you want to go to heaven, you can try to go standing up or you can go sitting down.  If you try to go standing up you will never make it.  You will never be good enough.  You’ll never sacrifice enough.  You’ll never be perfect enough.  If you go sitting down, it’s because you are trusting in what Jesus did on the cross for you”.  The last words of Jesus on the altar were “It is finished”.  With his work complete, he is now seated at the right hand of the Father.   
