The Golden Calf
We all struggle with patience.  I think this has been reinforced by technology.  With lap tops and smart phones we can connect with others instantly, often with negative consequences.  We can quickly send an email or text without considering how it will be received.  With a couple of clicks we can order something on Amazon and it will appear as early as the next day.  Michele jokes about using the chip in vaccines to wish for something that will just show up on the doorstep (hasn’t worked yet).  In our study of Exodus chapter 32 we see that the Israelites ran out of patience as Moses was at the top of Mt. Sinai with God.  
The chapter begins with the Israelites going to Aaron asking him to make gods to go before them.  God had been going ahead of them in a pillar of cloud but they had been stationary for some time and were looking for another god to lead them to Canaan.  They were also ready to abandon Moses who had led them.  Aaron instructed them to collect and bring to him golden earrings which he used to cast an idol in the shape of a calf.  As they previously made an offering to God for the holy purpose of the tabernacle, they were equally generous in an offering for an evil purpose.  They then gave the idol credit for what God had actually done which was bringing them out of slavery in Egypt.  
Next Aaron built an altar in front of the idol and announced a festival to the Lord.  It is remarkable that he would even mention God at the same time as the idol.  Some have speculated that it was difficult to relate to a god they could not see and that the idol was a means of having something they could look at.  They seemed to have attempted to merge idol worship with worship of God as they offered burnt offerings and fellowship offering the following day after which they engaged in drunken revelry.
On top of the mountain God was of course aware of what was happening below and ordered Moses to go down.  He called them a stiff necked people and told Moses that He would destroy them and make a great nation out of Moses.  He seemed to be offering Moses the role of patriarch in place of Abraham and starting over with a new people.  Moses was quick to deny this and instead interceded on behalf of his people.  He brought up the following points: 1.  The Egyptians would say that God brought the Israelites out of Egypt only to kill them in the desert and 2.  God had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants would inherit Canaan.  Verse 14 says that God relented.  The KJV says that God repented of the evil that he thought to do to his people.  Some would say this indicates a God who changes his mind or is capable of evil.  David Guzik wrote “We can understand these passages by understanding that Moses wrote with what we call anthropomorphic, or “man-centered” language. He described the actions of God as they appeared to him. Moses’ prayer did not change God, but it did change the standing of the people in God’s sight – the people were now in a place of mercy, when before they were in a place of judgment.  Also, we can say that God did not go back on His word to either Moses or Israel. We understand the principle that God’s promises of judgment are inherently meant to call men to repentance and prayer and therefore avert the judgment”. 
When Moses returned to the camp, he witnessed the debauchery of his people causing him to cast down the stone tablets and break them.  He burned then ground the idol into powder, mixing it with water he forced them to drink.  He then confronted Aaron who took no responsibility for the event saying that the idol emerged from the fire fully formed when he had actually crafted it.  Moses then called on the Levites to go through the camp and kill those numbering 3,000 who had participated in the idol worship.  Moses then returned to God again interceding on behalf of his people making the incredible statement “But now, please forgive their sin-but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written (see Rom. 9:3).  God told Moses that His angel would go before them but that he would punish them at a time of His choosing.  The chapter ends with a plague striking the Israelites.
This day of infamy could have been avoided if the Israelites had exercised patience.  They waited 39 days but could not wait 1 more which would have made all the difference.  Isaiah 40:31 says “Wait for the Lord, be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord”.
