Tabernacle Construction
As my favorite athlete/philosopher Yogi Berra famously said, it’s déjà vu all over again.  If while reading chapter 35 of Exodus you find what is written to be familiar, it is because much of it is a repeat of previous chapters describing God’s requirements for the tabernacle.  After God’s lengthy and detailed instructions to Moses regarding the tabernacle, there was a pause as God and Moses had to deal with the sin of the golden calf.  As we discussed last week, God made a covenant with the Israelites that could be viewed as a new covenant since they broke the first.  
The chapter begins with Moses again telling the people that they are to keep the Sabbath Holy.  Next Moses calls for an offering to be collected.   This was apparently the offering that God had called for in chapter 25 when he instructed Moses to collect from the people all the materials necessary to build and furnish the tabernacle.  The Israelites responded so bountifully that in chapter 36 we read that the people had to be restrained from giving because of the overabundance (v. 6-7).  Whether the collection would have been as successful before the incident with the golden calf will never be known.  They may have been motivated by remorse over their sin and a desire to please God or it could be that their repentance was a sign that some had experienced true spiritual growth.  
Moses then gave instructions for the people to use what was collected to make everything associated with the tabernacle, itemizing each component in detail.  The people responded in various ways.  Some brought items with tangible value such as jewelry, silver or gold.  Some gave materials such as wood or hides.  Others who may not have material possessions offered their labor.  In numerous verses as in chapter 25, the offering was described as free will from those whose heart moved them to contribute.
The chapter ends with Moses announcing Bezalel and Oholiab as the men who would oversee the construction and furnishing of the tabernacle.  If my comments seem brief, it is because we previously discussed much of what is presented in this chapter.
I have a couple of observations about this chapter that we can relate to the church today.  First it bears repeating that the people gave so much that Moses had to ask them to stop.  That would be a great problem to have.  I have heard several people remark about the church in general, not just ours, that the money is out there.  Often people will respond to a special need or a project.  Years ago when our church purchased a bus, the contributions toward its cost were close to $50,000.  More recently donations contributed to a building fund for our sanctuary renovations were well short of the cost with the difference covered by our reserves.  While we sometimes need to raise funds for one-time events, our annual budget is an ongoing need. 
Secondly, note the zeal the Israelites suddenly had.  These were the same people who had just days before worshipped an idol and who would later shrink from occupying Canaan as God commanded.  Jesus warned of those whose roots are shallow, people who initially receive the gospel with joy but fall away quickly (see Matt. 13:20-21), distracted by the next “shiny object”.   I believe that many people who fit that description were never saved.  Christians can experience a similar condition where their walk is in fits and starts, often separated by stretches of separation from the church followed by renewed commitments.  Steve’s recent messages have focused on evangelizing the lost but the church is also responsible for discipling the saved.  The journey towards spiritual growth is not a sprint, it is a marathon.
