Chapter 37
In chapter 36 of Exodus we read about the free will offering given by the Israelites followed by the crafting of the tabernacle.  Chapters 37 and 38 are devoted to the building of the ark, table, lampstand, altar of incense, altar of burnt offering, basin and courtyard.  The instructions God gave Moses for the tabernacle began with the innermost furnishing which was the ark then moving outward from the Most Holy Place to the other furnishings then the tabernacle itself.  In chapter 37 we see that when it came time to build everything they started with the tabernacle since it would house all the furnishings.  In chapter 39 the priestly garments were prepared and everything was brought to Moses for his inspection to make sure that all had been done according to God’s plan.  In chapter 40 God instructed Moses to set up the tabernacle and install all the furnishings and we learn that the tabernacle was put into service on the first anniversary of the Israelites departure from Egypt.  The last chapter of Exodus ends with the cloud covering the tabernacle and God’s glory filling it.  As we previously discussed, there is much repetition from the previous chapters containing God’s instructions.  When I read the commentary by David Guzik on the final few chapters in Exodus, he provided very few remarks and even Matthew Henry spent little time discussing the actual construction of the tabernacle.  One thing Henry did point out is that the detailed descriptions of the inside of the tabernacle were the only images that those outside the priesthood were allowed since actual viewing of the inside of the tabernacle was limited to the priests.  
In reading the Old Testament after the tabernacle was completed, it is ironic that so little attention is given to the tabernacle after such detail was provided for its design and completion covering nearly one third of the book of Exodus.  The tabernacle accompanied the Israelites during the next 39 years as they wandered in the desert.  When they crossed over into Canaan they camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho (Josh. 4:19-20) and erected 12 stones as a memorial and they likely also erected the tabernacle there.  After they had conquered many of the inhabitants of Canaan, the tabernacle was set up at Shiloh which was a central location providing all the tribes access to the tabernacle as the land was divided among the 12 tribes (Josh. 18:1).  The tabernacle apparently remained at Shiloh until the disastrous decision to take the ark into battle as they fought the Philistines.  The ark was lost to the Philistines in the battle (1st Sam. Chapters 4-50, however most scholars believe that the tabernacle itself remained at Shiloh.  The ark was returned several months later and was placed in the house of Abinadab where it was guarded by his son Eleazar (1st Sam. 7:1).  Some have speculated that the tabernacle itself was lost when Shiloh was destroyed by the Philistines.  Others believe it was relocated to Nob which was inhabited by priests.  When David brought the ark to Jerusalem, there is no mention of the tabernacle but there is a reference to a tent that David had pitched for it (2 Sam. 8:17).  With the construction of the temple by Solomon, there was no longer a need for the tabernacle since the temple took its place and was filled with the glory of God (2nd Chron. 7:1).  
In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was filled with God’s glory.  In the New Testament, God’s tabernacle is not a tent but His son Jesus.  God dwelled in the Old Testament tabernacle and dwells in Jesus as the new tabernacle (John 14:10).
