Saul Made King
Although our nation divorced from England in 1776, some Americans are dedicated Anglophiles who are fascinated by the royal family.  Their lineage can be traced back to William the 1st whose rule began in 1066.  His descendants have occupied the throne since then with their service interrupted by the occasional execution and England’s brief detour to non monarch rule during the 1650’s.  The coronation of a king or queen of England has historically been a public ceremony with much pomp and circumstance, usually conducted at Westminster Abbey.  That building was originally a Catholic church but has been part of the Anglican Church of England since Henry VIII broke away from the Vatican.  The monarch on the throne is the head of Church of England, perhaps contributing to our founders wanting a separation of church and state.  As an aside, Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, Theodore Roosevelt and Calvin Coolidge did not swear their oaths of office while placing their hands on a Bible.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 10, we see the first coronation of a king in Israel with the oath administered by Samuel in the capacity of a priest.     
At the end of chapter 9, Samuel told Saul that he had a message to give him from God.  At the beginning of chapter 10, Samuel anointed Saul’s head with oil and told him that God had appointed him as leader of His inheritance (Israel).  He then gave Saul some very specific instructions about people he would meet during his return trip to his father’s house and told Saul to go ahead of him to Gilgal and wait 7 days.  While these meetings were to give Saul confirmation that Samuel had been authorized by God to anoint him as king, they also were significant in other ways.  First, Saul was directed to the tomb of Rachel who had died shortly after giving birth to Benjamin, the patriarch of Saul’s tribe (see Gen. 35:18).  Shortly before the birth of Benjamin, God appeared to Jacob to confirm His covenant.  At that time, He changed Jacob’s name to Israel saying that a nation would come from him.  He also said that kings would come from his body.  The tomb of Rachel was a reminder for Saul of that prophecy and an indication of the gravity of the position he was assuming as head of a nation.  
Next Saul would encounter 3 men at the great tree of Tabor.  The men were on their way to Bethel to worship God and they were carrying 3 goats, 3 loaves of bread and a skin of wine.  They gave Saul 2 of the loaves of bread, perhaps a precursor to the taxes that would be paid to him as king or a gift to God’s anointed king.
Finally, Saul met a group of prophets at Gibeah where the Spirit of God came upon him and he joined them in prophecy.  Unlike the first two meetings, this one was very public and the people who saw him marveled and asked if he had become one of the prophets.  This an example of the Holy Spirit temporarily coming on a person as had happened with Samson (see Judges 15:14).  
After he prophesied, Saul went to the high place, presumably a place of worship in Gibeah where he lived because his uncle met him and asked where he had been.  Saul said that he had been looking for the donkeys and went to Samuel.  This must have peaked his uncle’s interest because he asked what Samuel had told him.  He truthfully said that Samuel had told him the donkeys had been found but omitted that Samuel had anointed him as king.
Samuel summoned the people to the Lord at Mizpah where he told them that they had rejected the God who delivered them from Egypt and all the other kingdoms that had oppressed them.  He told them to present themselves to the Lord by tribe and clan so a king could be chosen from among them.  It is probable that lots were cast and finally Saul was chosen as king.  God had already chosen Saul and Samuel had conducted a private ceremony to anoint him.  The more public selection was done for the benefit of the people so that they would accept Saul as their king.  Saul was initially a reluctant leader, hiding from the crowd until Samuel brought him out for display.  The people were impressed with his physical appearance and shouted “Long live the king”.   Matthew Henry pointed out that an astute Israelite would have seen that Saul’s reign would be temporary since Jacob’s prophecy was that a king would come from the tribe of Judah.  Samuel explained the regulations of the kingship, writing them on a scroll which he deposited before the Lord after which he dismissed the people and Saul returned to his home at Gibeah.  
