Hannah’s Prayer and Eli’s Wicked Sons
At the end of chapter 1, Hannah left her son in the care of Eli as he began his ministry at the tabernacle.  Chapter 2 begins with Hannah’s prayer which was her response to God’s answer to her prayer for a son.  Her prayer begins with rejoicing, saying that her horn was lifted high,  using a bull lifting its horns in victory as a metaphor for her own victory. Next she boasts over her enemies, a reference to her rival, Peninnah.  In the second verse, she praises God in a manner David Guzik refers to as classic Hebrew poetry-repetitive parallelism.  When she says that “There is no one holy like the Lord, there is no one besides you and there is no Rock like our Lord”, she is repeating that the Lord alone is holy and set apart in 3 different ways.  Next she addressed those who may have ridiculed her for being childless, mainly Peninnah, saying that God knew what they said and that they would be held accountable.
The remainder of her prayer moves beyond her personal deliverance and speaks to how God deals with people more broadly.  She first tells how God brings the mighty low and lifts up the weak.  Next she shows how God is on control of everything, that he brings death and life, poverty and wealth.   He established the foundations of the earth and built the world upon them.  She said that he would bless His saints but His judgement would fall on those who oppose Him.  The prayer ends with prophecy about Jesus as a future king exalted by God.
Hannah’s prayer is similar to the prayer of Mary found in Luke 1:46-55.  In her prayer Mary praised God for blessing her and also compared God’s blessings for the lowly and judgement for the rulers.
In verses 12-17, the wickedness of Eli’s sons is described.  They had no regard for God and the KJV even refers to them as sons of Belial.  They took advantage of people who came to the tabernacle to offer sacrifices, taking much more than the normal portion reserved for the priests.  Samuel, however continued to serve God, even wearing a linen ephod and a coat his mother brought him each year as he grew.  His mother was blessed by God, giving birth to 3 more sons and 2 daughters.
Eli tried to talk to his son’s about their behavior, however his criticism was very mild and fell on deaf ears.  As high priest and judge, he had the authority and responsibility to dismiss his sons from the priesthood but failed to do so.  God then sent a prophet to Eli relayed a message from Him.  God began by reminding Eli that he had chosen Aaron as His priest.  Aaron and his descendants had the responsibility of ministering to God at the tabernacle and they also received the blessings of the offerings collected.  The prophet rebuked not just the sons but Eli as well for desecrating the duties of the priest.  He predicted the deaths of Hophni and Phineas which we will read about in chapter 4.  He also prophesied that Eli’s descendants would lose their place as priests which did occur with Abiathar being the last of Eli’s descendants to serve (see 1st Kings 2:35). 
This chapter contrasts good and evil which is a common theme of the Bible.  This contrast is contained first in Hannah’s prayer where she notes that the bows of warriors are broken but those who stumbled are armed with strength.  She continues the theme comparing rich and poor, barren women vs fertile women, life and death, poverty and wealth.  The contrast continues with the behavior of Eli’s sons against the growing ministry of Samuel.  Returning to Hannah’s prayer, we see the contrast of the saved and the unsaved and how God will judge the ends of the earth.  
