The Lord Calls Samuel
Benjamin Franklin wrote “Guests, like fish, begin to smell after 3 days”.  If you are like me, you are reluctant to have guests stay in your home for a variety of reasons.  First there is the deep cleaning required before outsiders are permitted to enter our house.  While we do not live in filth, we are aware that some have higher standards than we have (I am most concerned that someone would venture into my garage, never to be heard from again).   Then there is the pressure of preparing multiple meals to say nothing of the time and expense associated with gathering the supplies.  Often Michele chooses cereal for dinner, a menu item best suited for the third dinner.  There is also the trauma inflicted on our cats to consider.  They often perch on the pillows in the guest bedroom during the night, probably an unwelcome interruption in the middle of the night.  While we are reluctant to see guests come, we are eager to see them leave.  They seem to have the opposite attitude, eager to show up and reluctant to leave.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 3, we see that God is eager to appear and reluctant to leave.
The chapter begins by saying that Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli.  This meant he probably performed simple tasks for Eli, perhaps cleaning up or running errands.  The first verse tells us that during those days the word of the Lord was rare and there were not many visions (see Amos 8:11).  During the night God called out to Samuel and he ran to Eli, saying “Here I am” thinking that it was Eli who called him.  Eli said that he did not call him and told him to return to bed.  God called twice more and each time Samuel thought it was Eli.  After the third time, Eli realized that it was God calling Samuel and told him that if God called him again, he was to reply “Speak, for your servant is listening”.  God called Samuel again and he responded as instructed.
God’s message to Samuel was similar to the message previously sent to Eli by a man of God (see chapter 2, verses 27-36).  God told Samuel that he would carry out everything that He had spoken against his family.  Because Eli had not restrained his sons, God would judge his family forever and the guilt of his family could not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering (see Ps. 51:16-17).
In the morning, Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision he had been given.  As Samuel relayed the message from God, Eli seemed resigned to his family’s fate, saying “He is the Lord, let Him do what is good in His eyes”.  The chapter ends by noting that God was with Samuel as he grew up and Samuel became known as a prophet.
Reading this chapter reminds me of the age old question: If a tree falls in the forest and no one is around to hear it, does it make a sound?  Is there no sound or is the sound there but there are no ears to hear?  Again, verse 1 says that in those days the word of the Lord was rare.  Did God rarely speak or were there few people who were listening?  Verse 19 says that Samuel did not let any of God’s words fall to the ground meaning that he acted upon them.  Samuel was called a prophet and many prophets followed, revealing to Israel what God had revealed to them.  Many have noted the absence of prophets after Jesus, perhaps it is because God has provided us adequate prophecy through His word.  Michele tells me that I’m not hard of hearing, rather I am hard of listening.  Is God silent today or are we hard of listening (see Matt. 13:20-22)?  It is not just the lost who don’t listen, sometimes the saved don’t hear God revealing what He wants us to do or worse, we ignore Him. 
The image of God speaking to Samuel 3 times reminds us that God is eager for a relationship with us which means that instead of a short stay as a guest, He wants permanent residence (see Rev. 3:20).   Like Samuel, each of us has a choice to make regarding that relationship.  God wants none to perish (see 2nd Pet. 3:9, Ez. 18:32 and 1st Tim. 2:4).  God sent 2 messengers to Eli and I am convinced that He did so to give Eli an opportunity to repent (see 2nd Kings 20:1-5).  There does come a time when God will withdraw from those who continually and willfully reject Him (see Jer. 7:12-16).  Joseph Benson wrote that God withdrew His glory from the temple gradually, 1st leaving the mercy seat, then to the threshold, then to the east gate, then finally leaving Jerusalem altogether.  God is eager to enter and reluctant to leave.
