Samuel Anoints Saul
In 1975, Greg Lake of the rock band Emerson, Lake and Palmer released a solo record, the A side of which was “I believe in Father Christmas”.  The lyrics are somewhat haunting and Lake and his co-author Peter Sinfield had different views on the meaning of the song.  Lake felt it was a protest of the commercialization of Christmas while Sinfield saw it as a song about the loss of childhood innocence.  Apparently, neither of these men was a professed Christian but the song was later covered by U2 whose front man Bono is a Christian.  If you are interested in viewing both recordings, you may spot a one word difference in the versions.  My only reason for mentioning this song, and I do so with some trepidation, is the last line in the song which is “The Christmas we get we deserve”.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 9, we see that Israel got the king they deserved.  
At the end of chapter 8, God told Samuel to give the people a king and Samuel sent home all the people who had assembled before him.  Chapter 9 begins by introducing Saul who was the son of a Benjamite named Kish who was called a man of standing.  Saul is referred to as an impressive young man (choice and goodly, KJV [what a difference one letter can make]).  Saul and a servant were sent by Kish to search for some missing donkeys and they traveled throughout Ephraim and Benjamin finally arriving in the region of Zuph where Samuel’s home town of Ramah was located.  Saul proposed that they return home but the servant mentioned that there was a man of God who lived in the town who might be able to tell them where to go.  Matthew Henry noted that all the use they would make of the man of God was advice on searching for donkeys.  Imagine finding yourself in Montreat, NC and seeking an audience with Billy Graham, only to ask for help in finding your lost dog.  Henry noted it is the business of men of God to seek lost souls rather than lost animals.  Saul must have had deep pockets and short arms as he relied on the servant to produce the fee to be paid to Samuel.
As they went into the town, they asked if the seer (another name for prophet) was in town.  Samuel’s movements within the town were well known and servant girls directed them to the altar that Samuel had erected in Ramah to make sacrifices.  God had told Samuel that He would send him a Benjamite whom He had chosen to be king and when Samuel saw Saul, God told him that Saul was the man He spoke of.  Saul inquired of Samuel where the seer could be found, expecting no doubt that the seer would be accompanied by a party of attendants.  Samuel surely took them by surprise by saying that he was the seer and asking them to join him for a meal, hinting that Saul would be a king.  Saul responded in a similar fashion to Gideon (see Judges 6:15) saying that his family was the least in the least tribe of Benjamin.  His tribe had been nearly wiped out in the earlier civil war (see Judges chapter 20).
The chapter ends with Saul and the servant dinging with Samuel after which Samuel spoke privately with Saul on the roof of his house, probably informing him of God’s plan.  Samuel sent the servant on his way while keeping Saul with him to give him a message from God.
Matthew Henry wrote that while Saul was noted as a tall, handsome man, no mention was made of his virtue, wisdom, piety or accomplishments of his mind.  He was a tall man, fit for battle against the Philistines.  Paraphrasing Henry, when God chose a king after the peoples’ heart, He chose a man with no other qualities than his goodly appearance, a poor capability to lead a country but as worthy a king as the other nations they envied.  The Israelites got the king most suitable to their desires and most consistent with their attitude, the king they deserved. When God chose a king after His own heart, he chose David, a man with godly qualities.
As a nation, we will get the leaders we deserve.  As individuals, it’s more complicated, what we deserve is God’s punishment for our sins (see Rom. 3:10 and 23) but through His grace, we get much more than we deserve but only through our faith in Jesus.  For the Christian, we get the Christmas we deserve, the Easter we deserve and in fact, each day what we deserve.  What I mean by that is we get out of each day only what we put in.  We should approach each day as a gift from God and an opportunity to grow closer to Him through prayer and reflection on His Word. 
If you want to make spiritual withdrawals, first make some spiritual deposits.  Fire insurance is free but you have to pay for life insurance.
