Wives for the Benjamites
Following is a modern solution to a problem created by Mosaic law.
Question: Are there any solutions for one who forgot to disconnect the light or switch before Shabbos?
Discussion: If there is a non-Jew available, one may ask the non-Jew to open and close the refrigerator. This is permitted because one may instruct a non-Jew to do an action which is only prohibited to the Jew because it is pesik reisha. Preferably, the non-Jew should not be told that the light will turn on or off when he will open or close the refrigerator door. 
The non-Jew may not be instructed to remove the bulb from the refrigerator or to shut off the switch which regulates the fan. One may, however, hint to the non-Jew that if the bulb or switch is left in its present state, the Jew would not be able to open the refrigerator door for the rest of Shabbos.  When the main foods prepared for Shabbos are in the refrigerator and the non-Jew failed to follow the hint, it is permitted to instruct the non-Jew to deactivate the bulb or the switch or to unplug the refrigerator. 
If a non-Jew is not available, in the case involving a light bulb there are Poskim who allow instructing a minor to unplug the refrigerator while the motor is not running. Although this particular solution cannot be employed in the case of the running fan, there is another possible solution – endorsed by some Poskim – which will apply in all cases: Ask a minor, who is unaware that the bulb will turn on when the door is opened, to open the door so that he can take out food for his own consumption. Once the door is opened, the rest of the food can be taken out as well. 
The Amish are known as well for creative ways of circumventing their laws.  They do not allow electricity in their homes so many use gas generators to provide power to their homes.  I read of one Amish man who used trucks in his construction company.  Since the Amish do not use automobiles, he hired non Amish workers who would drive the trucks to the job sites.  Many Amish businesses make products that are forbidden to be used by the Amish, however they sell them to non Amish.  In our study of Judges chapter 21, we see how the Israelites circumvented their own laws to find a solution to a problem they created.
This chapter marks the end of the book of Judges and also brings to a close the strange story that began in chapter 19 with a Levite sending part of his concubine’s body to the tribes of Israel.  At the end of chapter 20, we read that all the cities of Benjamin were burned and their inhabitants killed.  All that remained of the tribe was a remnant of 600 soldiers who had survived the war.  As the beginning of chapter 21, the people asked “Why has this happened to Israel? Why should one tribe be missing from Israel today?”  This is a remarkable lament.  They might well have asked “Why are these towns on fire?” while the torches remained in their hands.  The problem they created was the near extinction of the tribe of Benjamin and they seemed to have developed killer’s remorse.  Matthew Henry wrote that “Even necessary judgement is to be done with compassion.  God does not punish with delight, nor should men”.  In their zeal to fight against the army of Benjamin, the Israelites had exceeded their mandate by taking the battle to the entire tribe including women and children.  Because they had vowed that none of their daughters would be given in marriage to a Benjamite, there was no way to repopulate that tribe (see Num. 30:2).  They quickly found a solution that required violating the 6th commandment so they could be true to their vow.  They determined that when the Israelites had gathered at Mizpah to prepare for war, no one from the city of Jabesh Gilead had responded to the summons.  The city was located in the province of the half tribe of Manasseh east of the Jordan River.  The Israelites sent an army of 12,000 men to put all the inhabitants to the sword, sparing only 400 virgins who were given in marriage to the surviving Benjamites.  That left 200 men with no wives, so they instructed those men to hide in the vineyards at Shiloh where a festival was to take place.  They were to kidnap girls who came out to join in the dancing and take them for their wives.  Matthew Henry pointed out that the elders knew their own daughters would not be there and they planned in advance to deal with families who complained. Thus the repopulation of the tribe of Benjamin was made possible by murder and kidnapping, however no vows were broken.  The chapter and the book end with the familiar words “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit”.
As we have discussed, the lack of a king during this time means the Israelites were not following God who was and is the true king.  These final chapters indicate the depravity man is capable in the absence of governing authorities.  Even modern governments are sometimes little improvement over anarchy and the further a society drifts from God, the more likely we are to see acts of barbarism that rival those about which we have read.  

