Adonijah Sets Himself Up as King
Leave the stage while they’re still clapping.  That’s an old expression and good advice.  It’s better to walk away on your own terms rather than be escorted out the door.  Many people in all walks of life have stayed well past their sell by date at the expense of their reputation.  We are only seven months removed from the 2024 presidential election and many in the Democratic party are now saying that Joe Biden was in no physical condition to serve another term.  They believe that he should have announced in 2023 that he would not seek reelection.  That would have allowed their party ample time to choose another candidate.  Instead, Biden remained in the race until after he had secured the nomination.  When he stepped aside, there were only a few months remaining before the election and Kamala Harris was selected as his replacement without the normal primary process.  As we begin our study of 1st Kings, we see that David waited too long to cede the throne to Solomon.
1st and 2nd Kings cover a time period of about 385 years and record the events that occurred and the kings who ruled Israel and Judah.  At the beginning of chapter 1, David is described as old and well advanced in years.  It is estimated that he was about 70 years old at that time.  Some men are still fully fit for service at that age.  Caleb was 85 when he told Joshua  that he was still vigorous enough to go into battle.  For David, it wasn’t so much the years as it was the mileage.  David had been in battles from his youth, had ruled as king for 40 years and had dealt with constant family disputes.  He was simply worn out but was still clinging to the throne.  
Meanwhile, his son Adonijah had aspirations to become king.  Like his brother Absolom had done before him, Adonijah rode in a chariot with a retinue of 50 men to give the appearance of being the king.  He secured the support of 2 very influential men, Joab and Abiathar the priest.  He made a sacrifice at the Stone of Zoheleth near Jerusalem to announce that he was king, shamelessly using a religious ceremony to advance his unjust cause.  There were other important men who did not side with him including Zadok, Nathan and David’s guards.   Matthew Henry wrote “A man that has given proofs of his resolute adherence to that which is good shall not be asked to do a bad thing”.  When Nathan heard what Adonijah had done, he went to Bathsheba and advised her to protest to David that Solomon was promised that he would succeed David.  When Nathan  and Bathsheba confirmed to David that Adonijah had declared himself as king, David instructed Zadok, Nathan and Benaiah to take Solomon to Gihon and anoint him as king.  At the ceremony, there were so many people present that the ground shook which got the attention of those who were attending Adonijah’s feast.  
Jonathan the son of Abiathar came to the group with the news that David had declared Solomon as king.  He went on to say that Solomon had been anointed and taken his seat on the royal throne.  All the royal officials had confirmed Solomon and the city was rejoicing.  
All of Adonijah’s guests were alarmed at the news and dispersed.  Adonijah himself went to the tabernacle and held onto to the horns of the altar (see Ex. 21:14).  Solomon was told that Adonijah was clinging to the horns of the altar and asking for mercy.  At the end of the chapter, Solomon allowed him to live but said that if evil was found in him he would die. 
David was reluctant to give up the throne even at his advanced age and deteriorating health.  The allure of such a powerful position was no doubt hard to resist.  Further, like many powerful men, David may have thought that no one could handle the job as well as he had.  There are examples of good leaders who still have some gas left in the tank but choose to leave early.  I have seen such people step aside to give an opportunity to a qualified successor who has many years of service ahead.
