David’s Charge to Solomon
In 2009, Edward Whitacre, Jr. was appointed as interim CEO of General Motors.  Like many companies, GM suffered during the Great Recession and was forced into bankruptcy.  Whitacre was brought in to make the hard decisions regarding cost reductions and he went about it so vigorously that he was nicknamed the GM Reaper.  Often, troubled companies bring in interim ceos who have a mandate to slash expenses, usually by trimming staff and closing offices or divisions.  They are named as interim because they are usually unpopular with employees and they are not expected to remain on the job for long.  They are often tasked to do the things that their predecessors lacked the fortitude to do.  In our study of 1st Kings chapter 2, we see David leaving some lingering problems for Solomon to resolve. 
At the beginning of the chapter, David realized that he would soon die so he called Solomon to his side to give him words of advice and encouragement.  He began by giving Solomon a charge to observe what God required, to walk in His ways and keep His commands and laws as written by Moses.  If Solomon would do those things then he would prosper.  Further, God would fulfill the promise He made to David that his descendants would remain on the throne of Israel (see 2nd Sam. Chapter 7). 
David then addressed how Solomon should deal with three men.  First he reminded Solomon how Joab had murdered two commanders of David’s army, Abner and Amasa.  David’s reference to Joab’s blood stained belt and sandals could indicate that Joab wore them later unwashed as trophies of his boldness.  He gave Solomon no specific instructions regarding Joab other than to say to use his own judgement but that he should not allow him to die in peace.  
David then told Solomon to show kindness to the family of Barzillai, a man who had come to David’s aid as he was fleeing from Absalom (see 2nd Sam. 17:27).  David had invited Barzillai to join him in Jerusalem but Barzillai preferred to remain at his home.  He did ask David to allow his son to go with David to Jerusalem (see 2nd Sam. 19:37).  
The third man David talked about was Shimei who was a Benjamite who had cursed David and accused him of murdering Saul.  He later apologized to David who swore an oath that he would not kill him and David recounted the oath to Solomon.  Again, he gave Solomon no instructions on how to deal with Shimei but as he had done with Joab, he told Solomon not to allow the man to die in peace.  Then David died and was buried in Jerusalem after having ruled for 40 years. 
In verses 13-25, the rivalry between Solomon and Adonijah is resumed.  Adonijah went to Bathsheba to ask her to intervene for him with David regarding Abishag.  Adonijah told her that Israel had looked at him as king but that God had chosen Solomon.  He seemed to claim that he deserved Abishag as some sort of compensation.  Abishag was his David’s concubine so Adonijah probably wanted her so that he could again lay claim to David’s throne by taking his concubine as his wife.  Bathsheba relayed the request to Solomon who immediately recognized the significance of the request, saying that she might as well request the kingdom for him and his co-conspirators Abiathar and Joab.  Solomon ordered that Adonijah be put to death and Benaiah executed him.
Next, Solomon removed Abiathar from the priesthood but spared his life, saying that he had tended to the ark and had shared David’s hardships.  Abiathar was a descendant of Eli so the prophecy of his offspring was fulfilled (see 1st Sam. 2:30-33).
When Joab learned that Adonijah had been put to death, he fled to the tabernacle and seized the horns of the altar as Adonijah had done.  Solomon had him put to death at the altar, absolving David and his descendants of the deaths of Abner and Amasa.
Finally, he summoned Shimei and told him that he would be under house arrest in Jerusalem.  He told him that if he crossed the Kidron Valley, he would die.  Shimei agreed to the terms and lived in Jerusalem for 3 years.  When two of his slaves ran away, Shimei went to Gath and brought them back to his house, violating Solomon’s order so he too was put to death.  
Solomon judged the cases of Adonijah and Shimei wisely.  He showed them mercy and allowed them free will to decide their own fate.  Both men were responsible for their own deaths by their actions.  With Joab, Solomon determined that his crimes deserved the justice that David had long delayed.  
In this chapter, I see Solomon honoring the commitments made to Barzillai and Shimei by David.  First with Shimei, Solomon allowed Shimei to live according to the oath David made to not kill him.  Second, Barzillai’s son inherited the blessing that David gave him.  God, on the other hand, has no grandchildren.
Finally, this chapter reminds us that God always keeps His promises but his blessings can be conditional.  God’s promise to David about his offspring sitting on the throne forever referred to Jesus.  The promise to Solomon about his offspring was conditional, they had to walk faithfully before God.   
