Solomon Asks for Wisdom
Three men were marooned on a remote island and had lost hope that they would ever be rescued.  One day a bottle washed up on the shore and when they pulled out the cork, a genie appeared.  He told them he would grant a wish to each of the men.  The first asked to go home and he disappeared.  The second also asked to go home and he too disappeared.  When asked what he wanted, the third man said that he was lonely on the island and he wished his friends were back with him.  In our study of 1st Kings chapter 3, we see Solomon being presented with a remarkable opportunity.  God told him he could ask for whatever he wanted God to give him.  
At the beginning of the chapter, Solomon made an alliance with Pharoah King of Egypt and married Pharoah’s daughter.  This was his first recorded marriage (but see 11:42 and 14:21) and he chose a foreigner rather than a woman from among his people.  God had expressly prohibited Israelites from marrying Canaanite women so Solomon was not in violation of that law, however Solomon was unequally yoked (see 2nd Cor. 6:14) if his wife did not profess her faith in God (see also 11:1-2 and 2nd Chron. 8:11).  Marriages involving royalty from two different nations were common in ancient times and were used for political gain.  
While verse three says that Solomon walked according to the statutes of David, he and the people of Israel continued to offer sacrifices in high places rather than at the tabernacle (see Deut. 12:11).  Such sacrifices may not have been under the supervision of priests, a practice that contributed to Saul’s downfall.  Despite this shortcoming, God still appeared to Solomon after he had offered a thousand burnt offerings at Gibeon.  Unlike the genie, God did not say he would grant any wish of Solomon, rather he told Solomon to ask for whatever he wanted.  Solomon began by acknowledging that God had shown great kindness to David because he had been faithful to God and that kindness was extended to Solomon as well.  He seemed to suggest that he was not equal to his father and he had a great responsibility to rule over such a great nation.  He asked for a discerning (KJV understanding) heart to govern the people and to distinguish between right and wrong.  God was pleased with Solomon’s response and told him that He would give him a wise and discerning heart, greater than any before or after him.  He also said that He would give Solomon riches and honor greater than any other king as well as long life if he obeyed God’s statutes and commands as David had.  Solomon returned to Jerusalem and offered more sacrifices before the ark.
Next came a test of Solomon’s wisdom as two prostitutes appeared before him because of a dispute they had.  One testified that she and the other woman each had babies during a three day period.  The other woman’s baby died and she took the living child from its mother and pretended it was her child, a claim the other woman denied.  Solomon proposed to cut the child in half so that each woman would have part of it and the woman who was lying quickly agreed.  The real mother wanted the child to live and said the other woman could have the baby.  Solomon knew who the real mother was based on their responses so he restored the child to its mother and all of Israel was amazed at his wisdom.  The phrase “split the baby” is still used today to describe a compromise.
In the exchange between God and Solomon, I noticed that Solomon asked for and was granted by God a discerning heart.  We normally think of discernment as being an ability of the mind.  As we are called to love others as ourselves, a discerning heart will recognize what others need from us.
David Guzik wrote that while we are amazed that God would tell Solomon to ask for anything, we have the same opportunity (see Matt. 7:7, John 15:7, 1st John 5:14 and James 4:2-3).
