Solomon’s Officials and Governors and Solomon Builds the Temple
Chapter 4 is divided into 3 sections which list Solomon’s officials, his daily provisions and a some details about his knowledge and wisdom.
Some of the men Solomon selected as his chief officials were sons of men who had served David.  Unlike David, Solomon did not select many relatives, a practice David certainly came to regret.  The first to be mentioned is Azariah who was a grandson (see 1st Chron. 6:8-9) of Zadok the priest who remained faithful to David throughout.  He is named as the priest, indicating that he may have been the high priest at some point during Solomon’s reign.  Zadok himself was named as a priest in verse 4 but also was probably high priest at the time of Solomon’s anointing (see 1st Chron. 29:22).   Abiathar was also named as a priest in verse 4 although he had been banished to his home by Solomon (see 2:26).  Other significant officials included Benaiah who was in charge of the army and two of Nathan’s sons, Azariah and Zabud.  They may have been sons of the prophet Nathan or sons of Solomon’s brother Nathan.  Next, twelve district governors were named who were responsible for collecting taxes in the form of grain and livestock.
Next we see the reason for the taxes that were collected.  Solomon, his family, attendants and frequent guests required enormous amounts of provisions.  Still, it seems that the people did not consider the taxes burdensome.  The population flourished and the people were happy, due in large part to the peace they enjoyed with the neighboring countries which not only refrained from war but actually paid tribute to Israel.
Verses 29-34 describe the vast knowledge and wisdom of Solomon upon whom God bestowed wisdom greater than any other king before or after him as well as renowned wise men of his time.
Chapter 5 is devoted to an arrangement Solomon had with Hiram who was king of Tyre which was located on the coastal plain of the Mediterranean Sea, now part of Lebanon.  Hiram had been on good terms with David and sent envoys to Solomon when he learned that he had been named king.  Solomon sent word back to Hiram that he intended to build the temple that David had planned.   The cedars of Lebanon were slow growing trees, prized for their durability and resistance to insects.  These trees were well suited to the climate and elevation of the area where Tyre was located and were apparently quite abundant.  Hiram made a treaty with Solomon and received large amounts of wheat and oil in exchange for the cedar trees.
Tyre was part of the inheritance given to the tribe of Asher, however they were never able to dislodge its inhabitants.  As Canaanites, the people of Tyre were idol worshippers but some speculate that Hiram was a true believer of God who tolerated the practices of his people.  Ezekiel prophesied about the future destruction of the city which occurred in 1291.  Jesus referred to Tyre as an unrepentant city.
In chapter 6, Solomon began to build the temple in the 4th year of his reign.  The 3 story temple measured 90 feet in length, 30 feet in width and 45 feet in height.  The Most Holy Place was 30 feet long and was walled off from the rest of the temple.  Its walls were cedar overlaid with gold.  The cherubim were 15 feet tall, much large than the originals and were also covered in gold.  By comparison, the tabernacle was 45 feet long by 15 feet wide with the Most Holy Place measuring 15x15.  In verse 12, God told Solomon that if he obeyed all His regulation and commands, then He would live there and never abandon the Israelites (see 8:10 and Ezekiel chapter 10).  The temple was completed in 7 years.  Chapter 7 & 8 go into greater detail regarding the construction and dedication of the temple.
