Solomon Builds His palace and the Temple Furnishings
In 1897, Tennessee had a centennial celebration and an exposition venue was built in Nashville.  One of the buildings constructed was a full scale replica of the Parthenon in Athens, Greece.  The building was meant to be temporary as it and the other buildings were to be torn down at the end of the six month exposition.  The city of Nashville wanted to preserve the building so renovations were completed to make it structurally sound and the building still stands today.  Another more famous structure still exists that was built to be torn down.  The Eiffel Tower in Paris was built for the World’s Fair in 1889 and was meant to be torn down by 1909, however because it was the tallest building in the world at that time, it was preserved to be used as a radiotelegraph station.  In our study of 1st Kings chapter 7, we see more detail of the temple including its furnishings as well as Solomon’s palace.  The buildings were made of massive stones and it is probable that the Israelites thought they could never be brought down.  Little did they know (but God knew) that the buildings would be razed in a few generations.  
At the beginning of the chapter, we see that Solomon built a palace for himself after the temple was completed.  He spent seven years building the temple and thirteen building his palace which seems to have been 3 separate structures (though they may have been connected); his home, a palace for Pharoah’s daughter and a hall of justice.  It is thought  that these buildings were located in one large complex along with the temple.  His palace was called the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon because of the large amount of cedar involved in the construction.  The palace was much larger than the temple, measuring 75x150 as compared to the temple which was 30x90.  The foundation had stones that were as large as 15 feet thick that were cut with a saw.  Much has been written about how Solomon built a larger house for himself than the one he built for god and spent more time on it (see Matt. 6:21).  
The remainder of the chapter is devoted to describing the temple’s furnishings.  Solomon brought a man named Huram from Tyre to oversee the fabrication of the furnishings.  Huram’s mother was a widow from the tribe of Naphtali and his father was a craftsman from Tyre.   The first objects described were two large pillars that were located outside the temple in the courtyard at the portico of the temple.  The pillars were made of bronze and were 27 feet high and 18 feet in circumference.  Lillies and pomegranates were carved in bronze to decorate the tops of the pillars which were named Jakin (meaning He will establish) and Boaz (meaning the strength is in Him).  Boaz was the great-grandfather of David and Mary’s father was Joachim, sometimes referred to as Jachin.  Verse 20 says that there were 200 pomegranates on each pillar, however Jeremiah noted that there were 196 pomegranates on each pillar for a total of 392 (see Jer. 52:23).  When the exiled Israelites began to return from Babylon, there were 392 temple servants among their number (see Ezra 2:58).  Solomon died in 931 which marked the split of Israel into the 2 kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  The temple was destroyed by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar II in 586 BC.  After both kingdoms had been taken into captivity, King Cyrus issued a decree for the rebuilding of the temple in 539 (see Ezra 1:2) which was 392 years from the year of the split.  In the words of the noted sage Yogi Berra, that’s too much of a coincidence to be a coincidence.
A large water basis known as the sea was built to be placed outside the temple in the courtyard.  It was 15 feet in diameter, contained about 11,000 gallons of water and was used by the priests for ceremonial washing.  It was supported by 12 bulls representing the 12 tribes of Israel.  There were 10 additional water basins that were built on stands with wheels.  These were for washing  the utensils used in the offerings and each held about 240 gallons.  The basins and their stands were adorned with carvings of lions, bulls and cherubim.  Pots, shovels and bowls were also cast in bronze to be used at the temple.  All of the bronze casting for the temple furnishings was done in molds that were in the plain of Jordan.  Solomon also had an altar, table for the bread of Presence, lampstands and other objects made of gold that were used inside the temple.  Lastly, Solomon had other furnishing donated by David brought into the temple.
Regarding the temple, I notice the following:
In Exodus chapters 25-30, God gave Moses meticulous instructions for building the tabernacle and outfitting the priests.  The temple appears to be completely of human design with no input from God.
The instructions for the tabernacle began with the innermost furnishing (the ark) while the last things listed in the temple were in the Most Holy place. 
In Exodus chapter 31, God told Moses that He had chosen Bezalel to lead the building of the tabernacle and its furnishings and through the Holy Spirit, had equipped him with all knowledge and skill needed for the job.  The man who oversaw the building of the temple was Huram who was chosen by Hiram, King of Tyre.  As mentioned, his mother was of the tribe of Naphtali who married outside her faith so Huram may not have known God, let alone have been chosen by God.
In Exodus chapter 35, the Israelites brought gifts of metals, gems, fabric, oil and other gifts to be used in the tabernacle.  They were so generous that in chapter 36, we learn that they had to be restrained from giving more than was needed.  There is no record of such involvement of the people in building the temple.
The 2nd temple that was begun during the reign of Cyrus was destined to be torn down as well.  It was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.  No doubt the Israelites of that time thought the second temple would be timeless.  The disciples marveled at the magnificent structure and its massive stones (see Mark 13:1-2).  Jesus told him that the temple would be torn down without one stone standing on another.  It was prophecy of the physical temple as well as an allegory of his own death which fulfilled centuries of prophecy.  Like the temples, Jesus was built to be torn down.  In the New Jerusalem, there will be no temple as God and the Lamb are the temple and the saints will be the pillars (see Rev. 3:12).
A parallel to chapters 5-7 is contained in 2nd Chronicles chapters 2-4.
