The Ark Brought into the Temple
My new lawn maintenance service wanted payment in advance for the first month unlike the prior company that billed at the end of the month after the work was done.  When we buy products off the shelf, payment and receipt of goods are concurrent.  The timing of payment for services rendered can vary and is often dictated by industry norms.  Commercial construction contracts typically call for progress payments after some work has been completed while residential contractors often want half of the contract amount up front for remodeling work.  It seems to me that a certain degree of trust is required when payment precedes work or vice-versa.  During my banking career, I witnessed both payors and payees cheated by counter parties.  Payment now for future delivery reminds me of the clever phrase coined by the financier Daniel Drew to describe the perils of short selling stocks:  “He who sells what isn’t his’n must buy it back or go to pris’n”.   In our study of chapter 8 of 1st Kings, the Solomon and the Israelites offered massive amounts of sacrifices then prayed for future forgiveness.
At the beginning of the chapter, Solomon brought the elders from all the tribes to Jerusalem to prepare to have the ark brought into the temple.  Construction of the temple was completed in the 8th month of the Jewish year (see 6:3).  All those that Solomon invited came to Jerusalem in the 7th month (v. 2) so it is thought that Solomon waited nearly a year after completion to bring the ark into the temple.  The festival referred to in verse 1 was probably the Feast of Tabernacles, so it may be that Solomon wanted the celebration of the temple to coincide with the festival.  After the elders arrived in Jerusalem, priests and Levites brought the ark, the tabernacle and its furnishings to the temple.  Since the ark had been moved to the tent David prepared for it, the original tabernacle may have been in another location.   
The ark was brought into the temple and installed in the Most Holy Place beneath the cherubim.  In verse 9 we read that the ark contained only the 2 stone tablets whereas Hebrews 9:4 says that the ark contained the tablets, a jar of manna and Aaron’s staff.  There are numerous potential explanations for the difference and a contradiction in the Bible is not one of those.  After the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, God’s cloud filled the entire temple indicating His presence and the priests could not continue the service,  Similarly, the cloud filled the tabernacle when it was completed (see Ex. 40:34).
Solomon praised God for choosing his father to rule over Israel and for keeping His promise to David that his offspring would inherit the throne (see 2nd Sam. 7:12).  That prophecy spoke to Solomon becoming king as well as the future birth of Jesus.  Solomon said that he was chosen by God to build the temple and that he had completed the home for the ark.
Solomon then asked God to keep his covenant with David while acknowledging that it was conditioned upon his descendants walking before God in the ways of David.  He also said that the temple was inferior to the heavens which could not contain God, nevertheless he asked God to be attentive to the temple night and day and hear the prayers.  He then offered a lengthy prayer for forgiveness for sins that would result in the following: 
· The Israelites would be defeated by an enemy 
· Drought
· Famine, plague or insects
· Defeat by an enemy who would take them into captivity
These were all among the curses for disobedience that Moses warned would befall Israel in Deuteronomy chapter 28.   Solomon asked that God would hear from heaven the confessions of sins and the pleas for restoration.  After he ended his prayer, Solomon asked that God would never leave them nor forsake them but reminded the people that they must be fully committed to the Lord.
The chapter ends with noting the vast quantities of animal and grain sacrifices that were offered.  After the end of the 7 day feast, they celebrated for another 7 days.
While Solomon’s prayer rightly called for repentance (only after punishment) to be a part of the prayer he asked God to hear from heaven, I wonder if the people gathered there viewed the sacrifices as prepaid atonement.  The Israelites were transactional people with no lasting commitment to God.  They also outsourced their relationships with God to the their leaders and priests, further undermining their fragile faith.  Thankfully, we live under grace rather than the law and animal sacrifices are no longer called for (but see 1st Sam. 15:22, Psalm 51:16-17, Hosea 6:6 and Michah 6:6-8).  What is called for is to offer our bodies as living sacrifices (see Rom. 12:1).  This cannot be a transaction, it must be transformational and rather than praying for forgiveness for future sins, we should keep short accounts with God.  As Pastor Steve often says, we should be prayed up, paid up and ready to be called up. 
 

