Samuel Anoints David
After I turned 16, I was able to save enough money from my paychecks I earned at the local burger joint to make a down payment for my first car.  It was a 1960ish (can’t remember the exact year model) VW Beetle for which I paid the exorbitant price of $600.  My brother, who is far handier than I am, installed an 8 track tape player which was the coolest thing ever, until I got a cassette player.  Which was the coolest thing ever, until I got a cd player.  Which was the coolest thing ever until I got satellite radio.  I’m waiting for the next coolest thing but I’m pretty sure 8 track tape players will not make a comeback.  Prior to all these gadgets, we were limited to whatever AM radio offerings were available.  Often, radio stations would compete for possession of your car radio as you traveled until one eventually won by drowning out the competition as you got closer to the source.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 16, we see Samuel ignoring the Holy Spirit until an evil spirit gains possession of his attention.
The chapter begins with God asking Samuel “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?”  At the end of chapter 15, we learned that Samuel never went to see Saul again so we have this picture of him sorrowful to the point of ignoring his duties.  God told him to go to Bethlehem with a horn filled with oil to anoint one of Jesse’s sons that God had chosen to be king.  Samuel protested that Saul would kill him but God told him to go for the purpose of offering a sacrifice.  He was to invite Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice where God would show him which son would be king.
When Samuel arrived at Bethlehem, the town elders asked if he came in peace.  His reputation as a man who served a just God preceded him (see Prov. 28:1).  Samuel assured them that he did come in peace and invited them along with Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice.  This would have been a meal involving the sacrifice of an animal that God allowed to be eaten (see Lev. 7:11-18).
When Jesse and his sons arrived, Samuel saw the oldest son Eliab (see 1st Chron. 2:13-15) and assumed he was the one chosen by God.  He made the mistake of looking for the peoples’ king, someone with a striking physical appearance.  God’s king would be a man after His own heart (see 13:14).   Jesse had the remaining sons with him pass in front of Samuel and God rejected each of them.  Knowing that God could not be mistaken, Samuel concluded that there had to be another son who was not present.  Jesse confirmed this, saying that his youngest son was tending sheep.  Samuel had Jesse summon him and when he was brought in, God told Samuel to anoint him which he did in the presence of Jesse and his other sons.  It is likely that David’s father and brother were not aware of the significance of the anointing.  The Spirit of God came upon David who was thought to be 10-15 years old at the time.  Samuel returned to Ramah and David, like Saul before him, went back to his normal life.
The Holy Spirit had departed from Saul and an evil spirit haunted him.  Verse 14 tells us the evil spirit was from God.  His attendants brought David to Saul so that he could play the harp to calm Saul’s disturbed mind.  Apparently, David was a skilled musician and you will note that many of the psalms that David wrote were to be accompanied by music.  Saul was pleased with David and made him one of his armor bearers.
God rejected the king that the Israelites had demanded and deserved because they had rejected God as their king.  David Guzik wrote “The simple fact was that God did rule Israel. They could recognize His rule, submit to it, and enjoy the benefits. Or they could resist His reign over Israel and suffer because of it. It does not matter what my attitude towards God is as far as it affects His ultimate victory. The LORD is God and King and will always triumph. But my attitude matters a great deal as it affects my ultimate destiny.”
Some writers have speculated whether God actually sent an evil spirit to Saul or allowed Satan to send the spirit.  It is clear that the Holy Spirit departed first.  I think with Saul, the Holy Spirit’s departure was gradual, then sudden.  I think he slowly drifted away from God who gave him chances for reconciliation.   Guzik wrote: “He told the Holy Spirit “No” and “Go away” so many times that God finally gave Saul what he wanted.”  The Holy Spirit and an evil spirit could not co-exist in Saul and Satan, like nature, abhors a vacuum.  He was doubtless eager to have an opportunity to lay claim to Saul who had to be willing.  Sitting Bull was quoted as saying  “Inside of me there are two dogs. One is mean and evil and the other is good and they fight each other all the time. When asked which one wins I answer, the one I feed the most.”  Satan competes for our attention and even Christians are not immune to his tricks.  Staying close to God will drown out his signal. 
