David and Goliath
On the 24th of July, an angry mob gathered in Washington, DC at Union Station.  The crowd was protesting the continuing conflict in Gaza and things quickly got out of hand.  Most of the protestors were pro Palestine and some even supported Hamas which was responsible for the massacre of innocent civilians on 10/7/23.  The protestors vandalized statues, assaulted police officers and pulled down the US flag then raised a Palestinian flag in its place and set the US flag on fire.    A man who remains anonymous pulled the burning flag from the fire and ran away from the protestors, successfully saving a portion of it.   Union Station is near several office buildings so there were many bystanders who witnessed the protest but did nothing.  The man who saved the flag risked his life because he saw the flag burning as a desecration of the symbol of our country.  In our continuing study of 1st Samuel, we see a young David springing into action to defeat an enemy while others stood  by doing nothing.
In chapter 17, the Philistines once again gathered their forces to make war against Israel.  The previous battle had occurred at Micmash which was northeast of Jerusalem in the territory of Benjamin.  This time the Philistines camped at Ephes Dammin in the territory of Judah while Israel camped on the opposite hill with a valley in between.  The fiercest Philistine fighter was Goliath, a nine foot tall warrior we all heard about in our childhood (I wonder how familiar he is to children today).  The Bible describes his weapons and armor in detail.  It is thought that he was of the Anakites who were giants believed to be descended from the Nephilim, a pre flood race of people.  Goliath went out before the Israelites, taunting them and saying that he challenged them to send a man to fight against him.  He repeated this day after day and the Israelites cowered in fear.
Jesse’s 3 oldest sons had followed Saul while David split his time between serving Saul and tending his father’s sheep.  Jesse sent David to check on his brothers and bring them some food and he also sent a gift for their commander.  David arrived at the battle front just in time to witness Goliath’s daily challenge to the Israelites.  He heard from some of the soldiers that Saul would reward the man who defeated Goliath with riches and his daughter’s hand in marriage.  David’s brothers rebuked him, suggesting that he return to tending the sheep, similar to the attitude of Joseph’s brothers (see Gen. chapter 37).  Undeterred, David volunteered to fight Goliath and was taken to Saul who immediately dismissed him saying that he was only a boy.  David told Saul that he had killed lions and bears and convinced Saul to send him out.  He was unable to move in Saul’s armor so he took only his staff, sling and 5 stones.
When he went out before Goliath, the giant was enraged that the Israelites would insult him by sending a boy to face him.  He cursed David by his gods and promised to kill him.  David responded that while Goliath came at him with multiple weapons, he came against Goliath in the name of God whom Goliath had defied.  David said that he would kill Goliath and the whole world would hear how the Philistine army was defeated by God.  We all know the outcome, David killed Goliath by slinging a stone that struck him in the head.  He cut off Goliath’s head and took his sword as a prize and kept it in his tent.  The chapter ends with Saul inquiring who David was, apparently having forgotten that David had served in his court.
When David arrived at the site of the confrontation with the Philistines, Goliath had mocked the Israelites for 40 days and the soldiers and Saul himself were too scared to oppose him.  David’s perspective was different because he was imbued by the Holy Spirit and saw the conflict with the Philistines as God’s battle.  Soldiers often do brave things during war, most often risking their lives to save the lives of their comrades.  I think what motivated David more than anything to fight Goliath was his burning desire to defend God’s honor.  He told Goliath that he had defied God and David saw that as blaspheming God, an action which could not be overlooked.     
 
