Saul’s Jealousy of David 
What would you say if you were offered a promotion to company president?  Most folks would jump at the chance, after all, what’s not to like?  Plenty of money, prestige and maybe the crowning achievement of one’s career.  Still, some would turn it down, too much responsibility, too much time away from family and maybe doubt of being capable of handling such a hard job.  Perhaps the most selfless reason would be admitting that another person is more qualified and being willing to work for that person.  In our study of 1st Samuel, we see that Jonathan recognized that David was more qualified to serve as king of Israel than he was.
The events of this chapter occur just after David’s famous battle with Goliath.  He became great friends with Jonathan who was the son of Saul and destined to become king upon Saul’s death.  Verse 1 says that Jonathan and David were one in spirit and Jonathan loved David as himself, the core principal in both the Old Testament and New Testament (See Lev. 19:18, Matt. 19:19, Matt. 22:39, Mark 12:31, Luke 10:27, Rom. 13:9, Gal. 5:14, James 2:8).  Jonathan was a man who had fought bravely and he would have admired what how David defeated Goliath.  He and David entered into a covenant, the terms of which are not written here but it is likely that Jonathan agreed that David would be king and he would be second in command (see 23:17).  Jonathan gave David his robe and tunic as well as his sword, bow and belt, effectively assigning his interest in the title of king to David who of course had already been chosen as king by God.  
David also enjoyed, albeit briefly, a good relationship with Saul who gave him a high rank in the army.  David became respected by the people as well as Saul’s officers in the army.  David’s relationship with Saul changed when he was celebrated as killing ten times the number of Philistines as Saul.  Saul was jealous of David’s popularity with the people and said that what was left for David to take but the kingdom.
One day, Saul was prophesying in his house when an evil spirit once again came upon him.  He threw a spear twice at David who was playing the harp.  If Saul was actually prophesying, it was not prophecy from God.  He sent David away to command thousand men in the army, probably hoping he would be killed in battle.
Saul offered his oldest daughter Merab as a wife to David then reneged and gave her to another man to marry.  Later, Saul offered his younger daughter Michal to David.  This was more to David’s liking and the girl loved David.  Saul placed a condition on the marriage.  David had to bring him the foreskins of 100 Philistines.  If David succeeded, there would be 100 dead Philistines which would please Saul.  If David failed, he would die in battle which would please Saul even more.  David delivered 200 foreskins, double the amount required by Saul to win Michal.  The chapter ends noting that as David had continued success on the battlefield, his fame in Israel grew.
As we have often discussed, the Bible shows the sharp contrast between good and evil and this chapter is an example of that.  Saul’s family had a love/hate relationship with David, Jonathan loved him and Saul hated him.  Saul allowed an evil spirit into his life while Jonathan remained true to God.  Saul became proud while Jonathan remained humble.  His relationship with David was regarded as extraordinary, however he was merely doing what God expected of him, to love others as himself.  This directive from Leviticus was considered by Jesus to be second only to loving God (see Matt. 22:36-40).  In his first epistle, John wrote that loving God and loving others are inseparable.  One cannot love God without loving others (see 1st John 4:19-21).  John invoked the words of Jesus in this letter as Jesus put it in the form of a new commandment “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another” (John 13:34).


