Saul Tries to Kill David 
Do you suffer from cognitive bias?  No, it’s not a disease, it’s just a fancy term for how we tend to view information through our own experiences and preferences.  Sometimes these biases affect the decisions and choices we make.  There are several types such as confirmation bias when we seek out only that information that confirms what we already believe.  Affinity bias is the unconscious preference of people who are similar to you.  Attentional bias is paying attention to some things while simultaneously ignoring others (Michele is convinced I have that condition).  The false consensus effect is assuming that others agree with us and share our views.  We see that on display during an election year when people are surprised to learn that other people do not share their political beliefs.   In our study of chapter 19 of 1st Samuel, we see Saul’s hatred for David leading him to believe that his attendants and even his son Jonathan felt the same was about David. 
The chapter begins with Saul telling all those around him including Jonathan to kill David.  Jonathan warned David about what Saul was saying and told him to go into hiding.  The next day, Jonathan approached his father and told him that he should do no wrong to David because David had done nothing wrong to him.  He said that on the contrary, David had won a great victory for Israel and that such an innocent man should not die for no reason.  Saul agreed that he would not have David put to death.
Jonathan brought David back to Saul and their relationship appeared to be restored.  Once again war broke out and David went into battle against the Philistines and defeated them.  After that, David was with Saul in his home playing the harp as before when an evil spirit once again entered Saul and he threw a spear at David who escaped to his own house.  Saul sent men to David’s house to kill him but his wife Michal helped David by pretending he was in bed sick, even putting something in his bed to make it appear he was there.  Meanwhile, David escaped through a window.  When Saul confronted his daughter about her subterfuge, she told Saul that David threatened to kill her if she did not help him.  
David fled to Ramah and sought out Samuel to tell him what Saul had done.  The two of them then went to Naioth which was in Ramah and was the place were a group of prophets met.  Matthew Henry pointed out that Naioth was considered holy and therefore off limits so that not even the Philistines would dare to attack it.  Saul had no such reservations or respect for the place and sent men there to kill David but when they saw prophets there, they began to prophesy themselves.  A second and third team of men were sent by Saul with the same results.  Finally Saul himself went and he too began to prophecy.  Peopled marveled at this as they had the previous time Saul had prophesied (see 10:9).  
This chapter once again demonstrates the high character of Jonathan.  He was in a difficult position trying to defend David.  Saul’s attendants would have been reluctant to speak up but Jonathan’s challenge was greater.  Not only was Saul his king but also his father so he owed him a double measure of respect.  It took great courage to stand up to Saul, something none of Saul’s attendants were willing to do.
David demonstrated his godly nature by going to Samuel,  He could have fled to his own family for physical protection but he went to Samuel seeking spiritual protection as he recognized Samuel’s special relationship with God.  David trusted that God’s physical protection would follow.  
While it’s puzzling that Saul would prophecy, God sent the Holy Spirit to him temporarily to allow it.  Henry wrote “God can, when He pleases, strike an awe upon the worst of men by the tokens of His presence in the assemblies of the faithful and force them to acknowledge that God is with them of a truth”.   In this case, God’s purpose may have been to diffuse the situation and allow David to get away.  It is a reminder that God is in complete control, is sovereign and can use even the ungodly to achieve His purposes.
