David and Jonathan
Last week the 3 people manning the disaster relief trailer in our parking lot joined with us for our Wednesday night Bible study.  One of them was Kyle, a pastor from the Midlands area of SC.  He recalled a sermon he heard about Saul entitled “3 Strikes and You’re Out”.  The sermon was about 3 times that Saul had an opportunity to display fruits of the Spirit but failed.  The first was when he offered sacrifices to God instead of waiting for Samuel (chapter 13).  He lacked patience.  The second occurred when he was prepared to put his son to death for the minor offense of eating honey during a battle with the Philistines.  He lacked wisdom.  The final strike was when he failed to carry out God’s command to completely destroy the Amalekites.  He lacked obedience.  In our study of chapter 20 of 1st Samuel, we see a 3rd strike in Saul’s relationship with David that led to David’s permanent separation from Saul.  
At the close of chapter 19, God caused Saul to prophecy which created the opportunity for David to escape from Ramah.  At the beginning of chapter 20, David appeals to Jonathan, asking what he had done to deserve Saul’s wrath.  Perhaps he thought that Jonathan had withheld some information from him.  Jonathan assured David that Saul always confided in him and that he would know if Saul planned to kill him.  David pointed out that Saul knew the bond that existing between him and Jonathan and would not disclose to Jonathan his plans for David.  Jonathan then asked “What do you want me to do?”
David proposed that he would not attend a new moon feast that Saul would host.  He would normally be required to attend due to his high position in the army.  It is odd that Saul would continue to observe peace offerings given his estranged relationship with God.  David asked Jonathan to tell Saul that he would be attending a feast held by his own family.  Jonathan agreed to help David but made him promise that he would preserve his life and the lives of his children.  David and Jonathan then renewed the covenant they had previously made (see 18:3).  
Saul said nothing about David’s absence on the first day of the feast, then erupted in anger at Jonathan the second day when Jonathan pleaded David’s case.  He insulted Jonathan’s mother and even tried to kill him by throwing a spear at him.  Jonathan went to the pre-arranged place where David was hiding to tell him what had happened.  David bowed down to Jonathan 3 times then they wept together.  Jonathan said “Go in peace” and he reaffirmed their friendship and the covenant which would be binding on both of their descendants.
This chapter once again shows David’s godly qualities on display.  Just as God had given Saul 3 opportunities to repent, so had David.  Saul had previously tried to kill David twice and each time David allowed their relationship to be restored.  Saul’s angry outburst due to David’s  absence from the feast was the final strike and David left Saul’s service permanently.  Even afterwards, David remained loyal to Saul.  Although David had been anointed Like God, however, David still regarded Saul as king and we will see multiple examples of that in the next few chapters.  
