Saul Pursues David 
You have probably heard of the expression “Your name is Mudd”.  For those unfamiliar with the origin of this, it dates back to 1865.  In April, 1865 shortly before the end of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, DC.   As Booth fled the theatre, he broke his leg.  He made his way to the home of Dr. Samuel Mudd in Surrattsville, MD who put a splint on his leg and gave him a set of crutches.  Booth was tracked down a few days later and killed when he refused to surrender.  Booth had a number of  co-conspirators who planned the assassination, 4 of whom were executed.  It was determined that Dr. Mudd knew the Booth had killed Lincoln when he treated him and did not report him to the authorities.  He was convicted of conspiring to kill Lincoln and sentenced to life in prison but was pardoned by President Andrew Johnson in 1869.  Such was the popularity of Lincoln that Mudd’s name became infamous and remains a pejorative to this day.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 21, we see a priest to assisted David in his escape from Saul who was caught up in the pursuit of David.  
In chapter 20, Jonathan confirmed that Saul was indeed determined to kill David.  At the end of the chapter, he met with David and told him to go in peace.  At the beginning of chapter 21, David went to the priest Ahimelech who was at Nob.  In chapter 7, the ark which had been recovered from the Philistines was sent to Kiriath Jearim where it remained for 20 years.  It could be that the tabernacle was located at Nob since it is noted that Ahimelech the priest put out consecrated bread.  When David came to him, he questioned why David was there and why he was not accompanied by his army of men.  In a seemingly casual comment, it us noted that a servant of Saul’s named Doeg was present.  David lied to Ahimelech, telling him that he was on a secret mission assigned to him by Saul.  David continued to lie, telling Ahimelech that he would be meeting up with his men later and asked for bread so Ahimelech gave him the consecrated bread.  David then said that he had left the king in such a rush that he had no weapon and asked Ahimelech for a spear or sword.  Ahimelech had the sword that David had taken from Goliath and gave the sword to David.  
David then moved on to Gath which was a Philistine town, one of five Philistine cities that were not subdued by the Israelites when they settled in Canaan (Goliath was from the city of Gath).  Gath also briefly housed the ark after it was captured by the Philistines (see chapter 5).   David went to Achish who was the king of Gath seeking refuge from Saul.  David’s reputation was well known to the Philistines who were familiar with the words “David has slain his tens of thousands”.  Fearing King Achish, David pretended to be insane.  When he was brought to Achish, the king sarcastically asked “Am I so short of madmen that you have to bring this fellow here?”.  As we will see in the coming chapters, David later gained the respect and trust of Achish.  
This chapter marks a serious failure of David.  As we will learn in the next chapter, David’s actions put Ahimelech and other priests at risk.  Had David been truthful with Ahimelech, the priest would likely helped him more than he did and would have protected himself as well.  It was akin to going to the doctor and not telling him about symptoms you are suffering.  
Ahimelech gave David the consecrated bread on the condition that he and his men had not been with women but there is no indication of that requirement, indeed the consecrated bread was normally only to be consumed by the priests.  Jesus later referred to this incident in Matt.  chapter 12.  When his disciples were observed picking heads of grain on the Sabbath, they were accused of violating the Law.  Jesus’ reference to David seems to suggest that exigent circumstances justify setting aside some norms, a lesson that still applies today.        
