David, Nabal and Abigail
After we had been married a few months, Michele informed me that I was feral.  I was blissfully unaware of my condition and apparently it was concealed from her during our courtship.  Nonetheless, she said changes would be necessary.  She has spent the last 38 years sanding off the rough edges, starting with 36 grit.  The frequency and severity of these attacks have diminished and I am happy to report that we have progressed to the far less painful abrasion factor of 220 grit.  I have come to rely on her judgement in many matters and she has often helped me avoid stepping on land mines.  In our study of 1st Samuel chapter 25, we see a woman whose wise counsel avoided a tragedy.
The chapter begins with the death of Samuel.  For a man so honorable as Samuel, his death and burial only merits a single verse though he is mentioned as a man of faith in Hebrews chapter 11.   He was also honored to have another book of the Old Testament named after him events though the events of that book occur after his death.  2nd Samuel is about the reign of David as king and Samuel was the man who anointed him.  
Next the chapter moves to an interlude between the pursuits of David by Saul.  David had returned to the Desert of Mahon where he had escaped from Saul in chapter 23.  We are introduced to a man named Nabal and his wife Abigail.  They say opposites attract and the character of these two are shown in sharp contrast.  While Nabal was known as surly and mean (churlish and evil in the KJV), Abigail was intelligent.  When David found out that Nabal was shearing sheep, he sent some of the young men in his army to ask for provisions.  David’s men had been among Nabal’s servants who were tending the sheep and had protected them without asking for any compensation.  When sheep were being sheared, flock owners would get a return on their investment from the wool they gathered.  Much like ingathering of crops, this would have been a time of celebration and feasts to be liberally shared.  David was not asking for tribute to be paid, he was only asking for food for his men and he waited until a time that should have been convenient to Nabal (see Prov. 3:27).  The response he received from Nabal was less than charitable, even insulting.  He feigned having no knowledge of the renowned David and suggested that he was a servant who ran away from his master.
When David was informed of what Nabal had told his men, he was enraged and ordered his men to put on their swords.  He went with 400 of his soldiers with the intent of attacking Nabal.  He was so incensed that he planned to kill not only Nabal, but every male in his household.  Meanwhile, one of the servants who witnessed the exchange between David’s men and Nabal went to Abigail to inform her what had happened.  The servant confirmed that David’s men had protected the sheepherders.  Abigail realized her husband’s folly and immediately gathered provisions for David and his men and loaded them on donkeys  What she took to David was probably far in excess of what David expected (see Gen. 32:13-20) .  When she met David, she was very conciliatory,  apologized for Nabal’s rude behavior and even took the blame herself.  She told David that God restrained him from useless bloodshed and prophesied that David would be king and asked him to remember what she had done.
David’s anger dissipated and he praised God for sending her to him.  He accepted the goods from Abigail and dismissed her in peace.   When Abigail returned to her home, Nabal was holding a banquet and was drunk so she did not confront him until the next morning.  When she told him what she had done, he was stricken and died 10 days later.  When David learned of Nabal’s death, he praised God for dealing with Nabal.  The chapter ends with David taking Abigail as his wife and we learn that Saul had given his daughter Michal to another man even though David had married her.
It seems odd that David could be so easily angered by Nabal’s refusal to supply him with food.  After all, David restrained himself from killing Saul who had committed far worse offenses.  Matthew Henry wrote that David expected such behavior from Saul but the unforeseen response from Nabal took him by surprise and he was not in his normal mind.  God intervened by sending Abigail so that David would not commit an atrocity.
Abigail seems to have been unequally yoked.  Her swift action prevented the slaughter of many innocent men as well as saving David from committing a terrible sin.  A lesson we can learn from her is to be extravagant in a peace offering to an aggrieved party. 
