Saul Takes His Life
Have you ever given someone a gift you were convinced was both perfect and generous only to find the recipient to be unappreciative?  Our current generation of cats are all indoor dwellers, however in the past we have had some that spent part of their lives outdoors.  We would find the occasional mole or squirrel proudly deposited on our door step as a precious gift.  The cat likely would have preferred to eat the hapless critter and viewed the present as given with great personal sacrifice.  We viewed it as an annoyance that had to be disposed.  Since Michele is an avid bird watcher, the discovery of an avian carcass would produce a scolding that perplexed the cat, after all who wouldn’t want a dead bird?  In our study of the final chapter of 1st Samuel and the 1st chapter of 2nd Samuel, we see a man who miscalculates the value of a gift he brought and suffers severe consequences.  
Israel fought against the Philistines at Mount Gilboa which is located southwest of the Sea of Galilee between Mt. Tabor and Mt. Ebal.  Saul’s three sons were killed and Saul was badly wounded.  Seeing that his situation was hopeless, Saul ordered his armor bearer to kill him so that he would not fall into the hands of the Philistines.  The armor bearer refused so Saul took his own life after which the armor bearer did the same.  When the Israelites learned that Saul was dead, they fled from their towns which were taken over by the Philistines.  
The following day, the Philistines found Saul’s body and they cut off his head then displayed his body and armor in an idol temple.  Some brave men of Jabesh Gilead went to the temple and removed the bodies of Saul and his sons.  They burned their bodies and buried them then fasted for seven days.
2nd Samuel begins with David returning to Ziklag.  An Amalekite man who had been at the Israelite camp arrived at Ziklag and came before David.  He told David that Saul and his sons were dead so David asked him how he knew they were dead.  The man said that he encountered Saul who was nearly dead on Mt. Gilboa.  He said that Saul asked him to kill him and he complied.   He took Saul’s crown and offered it to David.  After David and his men mourned and fasted because of the death of Saul and his sons, David had the Amalekite man brought before him again.  He had the man killed because he had dared to kill Saul who was God’s appointed king.
Verses 19-27 record David’s lament for Saul and Jonathan, noting that it is contained in the Book of Jashar.  The only other reference in the Bible to the Book of Jashar is in Joshua 10:13.  While reading it I thought about Marc Antony’s speech in Shakespear’s play Julius Caesar.  Antony said “The evil that men do lives after them; the good is oft interred with their bones.”  It seems the opposite was the case with Saul.  David had many reasons to hate Saul for the years of persecution he suffered yet he lionized Saul in his lament.  He refers to Saul as the glory of Israel and called for curses on Mt. Gilboa because it was the site of Saul’s death.  He said that Saul and Jonathan were loved and gracious, swifter than eagles and stronger than lions.  He called for the people of Israel to weep for Saul and closed his eulogy with his mourning for Jonathan whom he loved.
Regarding the Amalekite who brought news of Saul’s death, he likely fabricated the story since verse 4 of chapter 31 says that Saul fell on his sword and died.  The man brought Saul’s crown, no doubt expecting a reward from David and probably thought claiming to have killed him would have pleased David.  The opposite was David’s response and the man was executed.    Bob Deffinbaugh noted the irony that Saul lost his kingdom because he refused to annihilate the Amalekites and an Amalekite lost his life because he claimed to have killed Saul.  
Deffinbaugh also wrote that David observed something that Paul wrote about in Philippians “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things” (4:8).  David spoke only the good of Saul rather than focusing on the bad.  Truth is but the first test of what should occupy our hearts and minds and proceed from our mouths. This is the baseline test, but there are many other standards as well, as we see in this text.  You might say that David spoke the truth, but not the whole truth.
