David and Bathsheba
I read that there was recently another hot coffee in the lap incident.  This time the culprit was Starbucks and they were sued for $50 million which the jury awarded to the plaintiff.  Such jury awards have led companies to affix absurd labels to their products.  A label on a carton of eggs warns the purchaser that it contains eggs.  A label on a sleep aid warns that it may cause drowsiness.  A vanishing fabric marker has a label recommending that it should not be used to sign legal documents.  Some warnings are actually useful.  My suv has a warning that the gas is running low plus an alarm when it gets closer to empty.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 11, we see that David ignored multiple warning signs that he was about to commit a grievous sin.
At the close of chapter 10, David defeated the Syrian armies that occupied territory bordering the Euphrates River as well as Aramean troops who were mercenaries.  The Ammonites however continued to fight.  At the beginning of chapter 11, David is in Jerusalem during the spring which is described as the time when kings go off to war.  Due to the harsh conditions, wars were normally suspended during winter months then resumed in the spring.  David’s duty as king was to lead his army into battle but he remained behind, sending Joab to lead them instead.  One evening when David had trouble sleeping, he went to the roof of his house and saw a woman bathing.  He inquired who she was and after finding out that she was Bathsheba the wife of Uriah, he sent messengers to have her brought to him.  She came and slept with him then returned to her home.  Later she sent word to David that she was pregnant.  She and David were both guilty of adultery which was punishable by death so she expected David to protect her.
This was probably much more than David bargained for so he devised a plan to have Uriah think he would be the father of the child.  He recalled Uriah from the battlefield under the pretense of requesting a report on the progress of the war.  After meeting with Uriah, David sent him to his home assuming that he would sleep with his wife and thus be assumed to be the father.  Uriah instead slept at the entrance of the palace.  When David was told that Uriah did not go to his house he called for Uriah and asked why he did not go to his house.  Uriah responded that he could not in good conscience sleep in his bed while Joab and the army camped in open fields.  Uriah was no ordinary soldier, he was one of David’s thirty mighty men.  David tried again, this time making Uriah drunk while they had a meal.  Even in his drunken state, Uriah still stayed away from his house, again sleeping with the servants.   
When David realized he could not persuade Uriah to sleep with his wife, he resolved to have him killed.  He sent a letter to Joab instructing him to place Uriah at the front of the fiercest battle then withdraw so that Uriah would be struck dead.  Joab complied and Uriah was killed.  Joab sent a messenger to David giving him the news that Uriah had been killed.  David sent word back to Joab that death in battle was normal and the sword did not show preference for one man over another.  After Bathsheba learned of Uriah’s death, she mourned for him then became David’s wife and bore him a son.
The only person in this chapter who displays any righteousness is Uriah.  He was loyal to David as well as is fellow soldiers and Joab.  It is contemptible that David chose to send Uriah himself as the messenger with his own death warrant to Joab.
David ignored multiple warning signs as his judgement was clouded be by his lust (see 1st John 2:16).  His first warning was his uneasiness during the night.  He could not sleep, perhaps because he knew that he should have been in the company of his army.  Next was the sight of a woman bathing.  He should have turned away but instead allowed his gaze to linger.  Even tempted as he was, he still could have avoided the affair when he found out that she was married.   Not only was she married but she was the daughter of Eliam who was among the mighty men of David.  His father was Ahithophel who was one of David’s trusted advisors.  Finally, Bathsheba’s husband Uriah was also one of David’s mighty men.  It is unthinkable that David could betray men who had served him so admirably.  David had multiple wives but as Matthew Henry noted, if one wife is not sufficient, neither will 100 be.  He also suborned Joab to conspire with him to murder Uriah.  Henry wrote that David wanted another participant in the crime to spread the guilt.  Further, exposing Uriah to the enemy would have also exposed any men who were with him.  
Bathsheba contributed greatly to this sin by bathing in a place that was visible.  When invited to the king’s palace, she could have demurred but chose to go.  Her mourning for Uriah after his death was likely very brief.
Finally, Joab was complicit in David’s crime.  He could have protected Uriah but chose to let him die.  Henry noted the following possible reasons that Joab would cooperate.
1. As a man guilty of bloodshed, it may have pleased him to know shared his baseness.
2. He may have thought that Uriah was guilty of some crime against David.
3. He may have seen an opportunity to have something to hold against David in the future from which he could profit. 

