Absolom Returns to Jerusalem
P.T. Barnum once said “There is no such thing as bad publicity”.  He was of the opinion that staying in the public eye even as the result of bad behavior was better than being ignored.  People can go to extraordinary lengths to get attention.  Basketball fans will recall Dennis Rodman who was known for his aggressive defensive play on the court but better known for his outrageous antics off the court.  His craziest stunt involved dressing in a bridal gown and being driven in a horse drawn carriage to a wedding ceremony where he married himself.  It should come as no surprise that he had a brief romantic fling with Madonna, another headline grabbing celebrity.  Sometimes people do outlandish things in public just because they are starved for attention.  Another reason may be to promote themselves for profit.  Rodman’s marriage exploit coincided with the release of his autobiography.  In our study of 2nd Samuel, we see Absalom do something shocking to get something he wanted.
At the end of chapter 13 of 2nd Samuel, Absalom stayed with his grandfather at Geshur for three years seeking refuge after having his brother Amnon killed.  In chapter 14, Joab knew that David longed to see Absalom but could not initiate a reconciliation himself.  Joab arranged for an older woman to pose as a widow appealing to David on behalf of her son.  She was from Tekoa which was located about 12 miles south of Jerusalem on the border of the Negev desert.  She concocted a story about her 2 sons getting into a fight and one killing the other.  Her clan demanded that the son who killed his brother be handed over in accordance with the law.  The “widow” lamented that that would deprive her of her only family member and would extinguish her late husband’s namesake.  Apparently the woman had a reputation as being wise (perhaps cunning) and since she was not a resident of Jerusalem, David would not be suspicious that he had not heard of the situation before.
David gave into her request for protection in stages.  First he said that he would issue an order on her behalf meaning that she could not be punished for failing to turn her son over.  She then told David that she would bear the responsibility of any consequences of his clemency.  This could have referred to:  1.  Absolving David if she had misrepresented her case.  2.  The death of her son if David neglected to protect him.  3.  A breach of Mosaic law.  David told her that if anyone objected, he would protect her.  She then asked David to prevent the avenger of blood (see Num. 35:19) from killing her son.  David assured her that her son would not be harmed.
Once David made that declaration, the woman revealed her true purpose for meeting with him.  First she asked why David had gone against Israel, meaning that Absalom was well loved in Israel and the people expected him to be restored. She told David that his ruling in her son’s case was not consistent with how he treated his own son whom she did not name although David knew she meant Absalom.  She compared death to water spilled on the ground, noting that we all must die, perhaps meaning that Amnon would have died eventually if not by the hand of Absalom.  She then said that God devises ways that a person may not remain estranged to Him.  She was telling David that he was being more judgmental than God. 
David realized that Joab was responsible for the ruse and the woman admitted it was true and that Joab had done it to change the situation with Absalom.  David sent Joab to bring Absalom back to Jerusalem but refused to see him.  Absalom was described as a very handsome man who was also vain.  He was proud of his hair, letting it grow long then cutting and weighing it.  He lived in Jerusalem for 2 years without getting an audience with David.  Finally, he sent word to Joab to take him to David.  After being ignored twice, Absalom had Joab’s grain field burned.  That got Joab’s attention and he took Absalom to David.
David was tricked again into owning his own sin by the use a parable.  Just as Nathan made up the story of the poor man with the lamb, the widow’s story was made up by Joab.  David’s actions as king enabled the presenters of the fables to confront him.  In the case of the widow, David made a rash decision to intervene in a situation of which he was unaware.  He would have allowed the son to go free without knowing the facts of the case.  As with Nathan, once the fable was revealed to him, he realized he was in the wrong by not allowing Absalom to see him.
Joab appeared to be honorable in acting as a mediator between David and Absalom, however we must remember that Joab would have put his own interests first.  He wanted to have King David in debt to him and he was also preparing for the possible kingship of Absalom.
Absalom’s reckless act of burning Joab’s field to get his attention revealed a serious character flaw.  The verses about his vanity over his appearance indicates a man who was selfish and burning Joab’s fields showed he was ruthless in getting his own way.  While he professed his love for David as the reason to see him, it was actually his ambition to be king that motivated him to be restored to the palace as we will see in the next chapter.  
The greatest lesson we have from this chapter is what the woman told David in verse 14.  “But God does not take away life; instead, He devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from Him” (see Lam. 3:31-32, Psalm 30:5 and 103:9) 
