David and Ziba
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be as wise as serpents and as harmless as doves.”  These were the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples in Matt. 10:16 as he prepared them to go out and spread the gospel.  On the surface, those 2 characteristics seem mutually exclusive.  In the next verse He warned them to be on the guard against men, meaning that sometimes people cannot be trusted.  Innocence requires that we act as Christians should and that we have expectations that others will as well.  We should think the best of others but be prepared to protect ourselves if they mean us harm.  As Got Questions put it “Wisdom does not equal dishonesty, and innocence does not equal gullibility”.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 16, David showed a lack of discernment when approached by a man bearing gifts.    
[bookmark: _Hlk196159591]As David left Jerusalem, we saw in chapter 15 that he met men loyal to him on his journey to the Mount of Olives.  After he reached the summit, he met another loyal supporter bearing gifts of food and wine for David and his men.  It was Ziba, the steward of Mephibosheth who was the son of Jonathan and the only surviving member of Saul’s family.  When David asked about Mephibosheth, Ziba told him Mephibosheth had stayed in Jerusalem, thinking that God would restore the Saul’s kingdom to him.  In chapter 9, David had given Mephibosheth all of Saul’s possessions and had assigned Ziba and his family to farm his lands.  He gave everything that Mephibosheth owned to Ziba who bowed in humble thanks.  
As he neared Bahurim, David was met a man who greeted him in a much different fashion that Ziba.  Bahurim was in the province of Benjamin between Jerusalem and Jericho.  The man was Shimei who was from Saul’s clan and he cursed David and threw rocks at him.  He told David that he was an illegitimate king, ruling in Saul’s place after killing members of his family.  He told David that God had handed the kingdom over to Absalom because he was a man of blood.  Shimei was wrong that David had killed any of Saul’s family and he was wrong that David had taken the throne away from Saul.  He may have been right that God was punishing David for shedding blood but not the blood of Saul, rather the blood of Uriah.
Abishai was with David and wanted to cut off Shimei’s head.  David asked him, “What do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah?”.   The implication was that Abishai and his brothers were prone to acts of rash violence and David was not (see 1st Sam. 25:22 and 27:9).  David felt that God sent the man to curse him as punishment and killing him would be fighting against God.  Furthermore, he observed that his own flesh and blood was trying to kill him so a Benjamite who was loyal to Saul had much more reason to hate him.  
Absalom and his followers reached Jerusalem and were joined by David’s friend Hushai.  Absalom asked why he had abandoned David. Husai told him that he served the king who was chosen by God which satisfied Absalom who then asked Ahithophel what they should do.  Ahithophel suggested that Absalom lay with David’s concubines which would be insulting to David.  Absalom did not only what Ahithophel advised but did it on the roof of the palace in view of the public so that he could humiliate David.
David’s encounter with Ziba seemed to be a continuation of his meeting men who were loyal to him and were willing to continue to serve him.  Ziba brought food and wine to David and his followers and David was grateful.  As we will learn in chapter 19, Ziba was trying to enrich himself at the expense of Mephibosheth whom he was supposed to serve.  Instead Ziba lied, telling David that Mephibosheth stayed in Jerusalem hoping to become king himself.  David assumed that Mephibosheth thought that Absalom and David would both die in battle leaving him as the heir to the throne.  David seemed willing to believe the worst of Mephibosheth and acted rashly without requiring any further proof that what Ziba said was true. David had just been told how he had been betrayed by Ahithophel so he was not surprised to learn that another friend had abandoned him.  To rephrase James, we should be quick to listen and deliberate to act.
