The Advice of Hushai and Ahithophel
The conversations that Michele and I have in the evenings are normally about the events of the day, usually work related.  The meetings that we have at the bank and at school are often the topics discussed.  Since we both have had long careers, we naturally believe that our advice and counsel have great value.  We joke that things would be so much easier if the bank board and university administration would just do what we suggest.  Even with our inflated egos, we both realize that things don’t always go our way.  I am 42 years removed from my first bank meeting where a senior officer told a group of trainees that discussion was healthy but when a decision was made, we were expected to support it.  I have never forgotten that advice and I have learned not to take rejection at work personally, it’s just business.  In our study of chapter 17 of 2nd Samuel, we see that Ahithophel could not accept that his advice was not followed and to say that he took it personally is vastly understating the severity of his response. 
At the beginning of chapter 17, Absalom continued to rely on the advice of Ahithophel who urged him to act quickly.   Ahithophel said that he would choose 12,000 men and set out that night to attack David while he was weary from his hurried flight from Jerusalem.  Ahithophel suggested that they kill only David and bring his followers back to Jerusalem.  The plan seemed good to Absalom and the elders of Israel, however Absalom also asked for advice from Hushai.  Absalom had him summoned and told him what Ahithophel’s plan was then asked what he would recommend.  
Hushai told Absalom that Ahithophel’s plan was not good because David and his men were fierce fighters who would not be easily defeated.  Further, he said that David would be in hiding rather than staying with his troops.  Hushai recommended assembling a much larger army from all the tribes and that Absalom should lead the attack rather than Ahithophel.  Absalom and the elders said that Hushai’s advice was better than that of Ahithophel’s because God had intervened to frustrate the advice of Ahithophel.  
Hushai told the priests Zadok and Abiathar what had happened and asked them to immediately send word to David that he should not spend the night at the fords in the desert, otherwise he could be overtaken by Absalom’s army.  The fords referred to were probably shallow portions of the Jordan River near Jericho.  A servant girl was sent to Jonathan and Ahimaaz who were the sons of the 2 priests to tell them to report the news to David.  They were seen leaving En Rogel so they went to a house in Bahurim to hide.  After eluding Absalom’s men who were following them, they made their way to David.  They told him to cross over the Jordan River to escape.  
When Ahithophel realized that his advice was not followed, he went back to his hometown and hung himself.  The reason for such a rash act may be indicated by verse 23 of the preceding chapter.  “Now in those days the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who inquires of God. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel's advice.”  It would seem that his self worth was based solely on his reputation as a prophet who appeared to have God’s ear.  Matthew Henry wrote “All men think him a wise man, but he thinks himself the only wise man; and therefore to be avenged upon mankind for not thinking so too, he will die, that wisdom may die with him. The world is not worthy of such an oracle as he is, and therefore he will make them know the want of him.”
The last few verses in the chapter show David and Absalom both getting their armies in place for the battle that follows in chapter 18.  David went to Mahanaim which was east of the Jordan River about half way between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.  Incidentally, Mahanaim means two camps and this is the location where Jacob split his family into 2 camps and wrestled with God during the night.  Absalom crossed over the Jordan with his army under the command of Amasa who was David’s nephew and Joab’s cousin. 
It is ironic that Ahithophel took his own life because the advice he offered was deemed to be inferior to that of Hushai.  Ahithophel’s plan in fact had greater probability of success than Hushai’s since it gave David no time to prepare for battle.  He did not realize that God had ordained the plan that Absalom would follow.  Man proposes, God disposes.  
