Absalom’s Death
"Oh," said Luigi, reposefully, "I don't mind it. I killed the man for good reasons, and I don't regret it." 
"What were the reasons?" 
"Well, he needed killing."
Thus said Luigi in Samuel Clemens’ novel The Tragedy of Pudd’nhead Wilson.  He had killed a man who tried to steal from him and had no regrets.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 18, Joab killed Absalom against David’s wishes and his defense might well have been “He needed killing”.  
Because of Hushai’s advice in chapter 17, Absalom delayed in attacking David and that allowed David to assemble an army.  At the beginning of chapter 18, David separated the army into 3 units which were commanded by Joab, Abishai and Ittai.  He intended to go into battle with his army but the people objected saying that it was too dangerous and that Israel could not afford to lose him so David honored their request.  He ordered his 3 generals to spare Absalom’s life.   Matthew Henry observed that Absalom’s false friend Hushai urged him into battle while David’s true friends kept him away.  
David’s army met Absalom’s army in the forest of Ephraim.  It is thought that this area was actually east of the Jordan River in the province of Gad.  The historian Josephus speculated that David’s army numbered only about 4,000 men but they were successful against Absalom’s larger army, killing 20,000 soldiers.  God Himself fought for David, causing many more of Absalom’s forces to fall victim to wild beasts and pits in the woods.  
Absalom met David’s army in the thick of the woods.  He was mounted on a mule and was likely trying to escape when he was caught by a limb and pulled from his horse.  Some think his long hair got caught in the tree.  One of the soldiers saw him and reported it to Joab who scolded the man for not killing Absalom, saying he would have given him 10 shekels of silver as a reward.  The man replied that he would not have killed Absalom for 1,000 shekels because David commanded that Absalom not be harmed.  Joab dismissed the man from his presence then thrust 3 spears into Absalom and 10 of his men finished killing him.  Bob Deffinbaugh noted that it was ironic that Joab would kill Absalom after brokering the restoration of his relationship with David (see chapter 14).
With Absalom dead, Joab sounded recall and his troops broke off their attack of Israel’s army.  Absalom, if victorious, would have pressed the battle and killed all of David’s army.  Absalom’s body was thrown in a pit and covered with stone though David would probably have preferred his body to be returned to Jerusalem.  The surviving Israelites who had fought returned to their homes.  
Ahimaaz who was the son of Zadok the priest asked Joab to allow him to run back to David to tell him they had defeated Absalom.  Joab knew that David would not take Absalom’s death well, perhaps remembering the fate of others who had delivered news of the deaths of Saul and Ish-Bosheth so he sent a Cushite instead.  Ahimaaz insisted that he should run to take the news to David so Joab finally relented and Ahimaaz ran, overtaking the Cushite.  When he reached David’s camp, David asked if Absalom was safe.  Ahimaaz answered that there was great confusion in the battle and he did not know, perhaps an indication that he had reconsidered what news he would deliver to David.  When the Cushite arrived, he told David that it was his wish that all who opposed David would suffer the same fate as Absalom.  David was stricken with grief, lamenting that he wished that he had died instead of Absalom.
At the beginning of chapter 19, Joab was told that David was in mourning for Absalom.  He went to David and told him that he had humiliated his army that had just saved the lives of him and his family, even saying that David would have preferred the death of commanders and soldiers over that of Absalom.  He told David that if he did not greet and encourage his soldiers there would be no one left who was loyal to him.  David listened to Joab and went to the gateway of Jerusalem and honored the troops as they passed by.
David’s love for his son blinded him to the reprehensible character of Absalom.  Matthew Henry wrote that they were foils for one another.  “Never was unnatural hatred to a father more strong than in Absalom; nor was ever natural affection to a child more strong than in David.”  His desire to spare his son potentially put his army at risk since they would have had to take caution in their attack lest they kill Absalom.  Despite his ruthlessness, Joab demonstrated his practical nature in his dealings with Absalom, David and Ahimaaz.
