David Returns to Jerusalem
During the Allied occupation of Germany after WWII, General George Patton served as the military governor of Bavaria briefly but was relieved of the office after a few months.  He created controversy by allowing some former Nazis to continue as government administrators.  He stated that he needed people with experience and that they had been compelled to join the Nazi party.  His situation revealed the difficulties in occupying Germany after the war as the military had to rely on former enemies to perform some functions.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 19, we see that David had won the war against Absalom and had to re-unite his country.  This required that some of the men who had followed Absalom had to be included as leaders.  His choice of Amasa as commander of the military proved to be a mistake.  
After Absalom’s death, his followers returned to their homes throughout Israel.  There was disagreement among the tribes about David.  He had fought their enemies and delivered them from the Philistines, yet they had sided with Absalom.  There seemed to be some who wanted to bring David back as king while others did not.  David employed the priests Zadok and Abiathar to go to the elders of Judah on his behalf.  Since David was of that tribe, he appealed to them to be the ones to effect the restoration of his kingdom.  As he had done previously with Abner (see chapter 3), he made peace with the general who led the army that opposed him. He did this to enlist their aid in reuniting the country since the soldiers would follow their lead.  With Amasa, he went even further, making him commander over his army in place of Joab.  While Joab had remained loyal to David during the civil wars, David turned his back on him.  Amasa’s father was an Ishmaelite (see 1st Chron. 2:17) so he may not have been considered an Israelite, adding insult to Joab’s injury.  David’s plan to reconcile with those in Judah who had followed Absalom worked and he was invited to return to Jerusalem.  
As David prepared to cross the Jordan River, he was met by an entourage of men led by Shimei and Ziba whom he had met during his flight from Jerusalem.  Shimei had cursed David as he went along the road leading from the Mount of Olives and now he met David apologizing for his behavior and urging David to just forget what he had done.  As usual, Abishai wanted to kill Shimei but David would not allow it, saying that no one would be put to death that day (see 1st Sam. 11:13).  
Next to greet him was Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son who had become a ward of David.  Ziba had told David that Mephibosheth had stayed in Jerusalem in hopes of becoming king and so  David asked why he had not gone with him.  Mephibosheth said that he could not walk and Ziba had deprived him of his donkey.  David ordered that he and Ziba share his inheritance which David had given to Ziba thinking that Mephibosheth had betrayed him.  David may have wondered who was telling the truth and so ordered that they split the inheritance.  Matthew Henry speculated that David only restored the previous arrangement which was that Mephibosheth owned everything and Ziba was the steward of his property.  Mephibosheth said that Ziba could keep everything, although there is no record of the outcome.
Next Davd met Barzillai who was one of the men who had met David and his men at Mahanaim, providing them with much needed food and other supplies as the fled from Absalom.  David asked Barzillai to join him in Jerusalem but Barzillai was old and preferred to remain at his home.  He did ask David to provide for his son Kimham and David agreed.  
At the end of the chapter, there was tension between the tribe of Judah and Israel.  The other tribes felt left out of the ceremony of returning David to Jerusalem.  The men of Judah claimed it was their right as David’s kinsmen but the other tribes said their superior numbers gave them more of a share in David.   This dispute led to further confrontations between Judah and Israel which we will read about in the following chapter.  
David’s treatment of Joab was unfair as Joab had not abandoned him as Amasa had.  David was prone to snap judgements, often at his peril and this is one example.  There is no good answer of how David could have used Amasa to help him reunite Israel while maintaining Joab’s dignity.
