David Returns to Jerusalem
The fragile coalition of the 12 tribes of Israel makes me think of constantly having to plug holes in a leaking dike.  From the days of wandering in the desert with the people rebelling against Moses, holding the country together required constant maintenance.  The root cause was lack of obedience to God (see 1st Sam. 8:7).  In our study of chapter 20 of 2nd Samuel, we see that shortly after David had reunited the country, things quickly fell apart again.   
After David returned to Jerusalem, there was conflict between Judah and the other tribes at the end of the preceding chapter.  The 10 tribes resented Judah acting alone to take David back to Jerusalem.  Some writers fault David for siding with Judah in the dispute rather than acting as king of the whole country.  At the beginning of chapter 20, a man from the tribe of Benjamin named Sheba incited the 10 tribes to rebel.  As a Benjamite, his loyalty would have been to Saul rather than David.  He said they had no part in the king after they had stated that they had ten shares in the king.  Matthew Henry wrote, “Today Hosanna, tomorrow Crucify”.   The men of Israel followed Sheba while the men of Judah stayed with David.
David directed Amasa, his newly appointed army commander, to summon the men of Judah to meet with him but Amasa did not respond within the time that David assigned.  David then sent Abishai to lead the army in pursuit of Sheba.  Amasa came to meet them at Gibeon.  As he had done with Abner, Joab acted friendly toward Amasa, catching him off guard and stabbing him to death.  He may have allowed his dagger to fall to the ground so when he bent over to pick it up, Amasa was not expecting an attack.  One of Joab’s men tried to rally the troops behind Joab but the men stopped until Amasa’s body was removed.  After that, they followed Joab again as their commander.
Sheba had attracted the Berites to join him and made his way to Abel Beth Maacah which was located in the northern part of Israel in the territory of Naphtali.  The Berites were thought to be of the tribe of Asher which had Naphtali on its eastern border.  Joab and his troops came to Abel Beth Maacah, built a siege ramp and prepared to attack the city.  Apparently the men of the town were willing to join forces with Sheba and resist.   
A woman who was called wise appealed to Joab from atop the wall of the city.  She said that the town was renowned for its wisdom and was a faithful part of Israel.  I found an article on line that quoted from Midrash (expanded Jewish text) a more lengthy exchange between the woman and Joab.  It suggests that the saying “Get your answer at Abel” meant that they were more conversant in the Torah than Joab and David, referring to Deut. 20:10.  She asked Joab why he wanted to destroy the city to which he replied that they were only after Sheba.  She quickly answered that they would throw his head from the wall.  She conferred with the people of the city who agreed and they executed Sheba to save the city.  That ended the siege so Joab disbanded the army and he returned to Jerusalem.
The chapter ends with naming David’s officials who served his administration.
Once again, the two sides of Joab are revealed in this chapter.  He was a ruthless man who killed without remorse, yet he was practical enough to avoid a battle when it was not necessary.  More importantly, he avoided killing innocent civilians when justice could be served by the death of the instigator of the revolt.
Also in this chapter, we have another example of a courageous woman who acts to save her city.  Some other remarkable women in the Bible who acted boldly are mentioned in the article linked below:
https://sharonwilharm.com/women-warriors-in-the-bible/
 
