David’s Song of Praise
“People call me Jesus, people call collect
People try to please us but sometimes they will neglect”
So goes the opening line of the song written and sung by Mac McAnally on his first album.  Later in the song he said “Some call me Master but they don’t think I am.  Some call too often, others not enough”.  In 2nd Samuel, all of chapter 22 is devoted to a song that David sang that is almost identical to Psalm 18.  David of course wrote many psalms, some of which were meant to be accompanied by music.  The timing of what David wrote here is in question.  In the first verse of the chapter, we learn that he sang this song when God delivered him from all his enemies and from Saul which occurred much earlier.  As we have previously discussed, the Bible does not always adhere to a progressive time line so the timing could have been years earlier than the events we studied in the last few chapters.  It is curious that an almost word for word repeat of Psalm 18 is inserted here.  Another explanation is that late in his life, David might have been reminiscing about what God had done for him in his younger days.   
In the first 2 verses David uses several nouns to describe God, including objects: rock, fortress shield, and horn.  He calls God his stronghold, a place where he takes refuge and refers to Him as his savior and deliverer.  David was so in awe of God that he sought multiple ways to describe him and uses the word “my” which underscores that he had a personal relationship with God.
Next, David revealed the danger he felt, saying that he was overwhelmed and that he was near death so he cried out to God.  He said that God could hear his voice even at His distant temple, a reminder the omnipresent God can not just hear our voice but see our afflictions.
David then described a righteous God roused to anger by those who oppressed David.  David employed numerous images of smoke, fire, coals, arrows, thunder and lightening to show a God who has infinite weapons at His disposal.  The valley of the seas were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare, showing that there is no place where one can hide from God.  David said that he was rescued because God delighted in him.
Verses 21-25 are the subject of much debate.  David twice said that God had dealt with him according to his righteousness and cleanliness.  If this song was indeed written shortly after he ascended to the throne, then it would predate David’s grievous sins involving Bathsheba and Uriah.  David Guzik wrote that perhaps David was comparing his righteousness to that of his enemies (see Luke 18:9-14, God does not grade on a curve).  There is certainly a sharp contrast with David’s contrition on display in Psalms 32 and 51 where he admits his transgressions.  Certainly God deals with us according to our righteousness and cleanliness which are imputed to us through Jesus in the matter of salvation while our sins are dealt with through consequences.  
Verses 26 through 28 show how God responds to our actions and attitudes.  To the faithful and just, He is harmless as a dove, to the deceitful He is shrewd as a serpent.  
In verses 33 through 35, David acknowledges that his strength comes from God and it is by that strength alone that he won the victories he speaks of in verses 38-46.   
In the remaining verses of the song, David exalts God and again praises God for delivering him from his foes.  He ends the song by referencing the promise God made to him regarding his legacy (see chapter 7:5-16).
The first seven verses of chapter 23 are additional praises to God which are described as an oracle of David.  David again proclaims God’s influence over his speech and actions.  He said that ruling over his subjects righteously was pleasing to God.  He closed the oracle by again comparing himself to his enemies and celebrating the covenant that God made to establish his throne forever.  That is realized in Jesus who is called the root of Jesse (see Isa. 11:1).
Looking at Mcanally’s line, “Some call too often, others not enough”, the latter phrase is self evident, it is the former that is thought provoking.  I do not presume to know anyone’s mind, let alone that of a teenager of the 1960’s (although I was one myself).  Incidentally, Mcanally wrote the song in church and the lyrics are remarkably prescient for a boy of 15.  I’ll leave you to ponder his meaning. 

