Abner Goes Over to David 
On April 9, 1865, the Confederate Army commanded by Robert E. Lee surrendered to the Union Army commanded by Ulysses Grant at Appomattox, VA.  Although this marked the official end of the Civil War, fighting went on afterwards.  General Nathan Bedford Forrest surrendered on May 9th, encouraging his men to surrender as well.  The last confederate general to surrender was Stand Watie on June 23rd.  Small skirmishes continued for several months after the war as some soldiers refused to give up.  Their resolve paled in comparison to that of Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda, a Japanese army officer who held out in a Philippine jungle until 1974.  He gave up only after his former commanding officer flew from Japan to officially relieve him of duty.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 3, we see the death of a general after hostilities between Judah and Israel had ended. 
At the close of chapter 2, it appeared that Judah and Israel had reached an armistice, however the beginning of chapter 3 reveals that fighting continued for a long time, probably another 5-7 years.  During that time, Judah grew stronger under David’s leadership while Israel grew weaker.  Since Ish-Bosheth only ruled for 2 years (see 2:10), Abner probably was the leader of Israel for some period of time after Ish-Bosheth.  Also at the beginning of the chapter, the birth of 6 of David’s sons is recorded.  He had sons by his two wives Ahinoam and Abigail, 3 women who were apparently concubines and another woman named Eglah which may have been another name for Michal who was David’s first wife.  David’s polygamy became the source of much conflict that occurred in Israel late in his life and even after his death.
During the time of Ish-Bosheth’s reign, he accused Abner of sleeping with one of Saul’s concubines.  This would have been a serious crime against the king and Abner was incensed at the charge (although he did not deny it).  He claimed to have been loyal to Saul and his family and threatened to turn Israel over to David.  While this ended Ish-Bosheth’s protests, Abner eventually made good on his threat.  He sent messengers to David proposing an agreement to consolidate the 2 kingdoms.  While it is not stated, it is likely that Abner made the agreement contingent upon his being named general in charge of David’s army.  David made the agreement subject to the condition that his wife Michal would be restored to him.   Ish-Bosheth complied with David’s condition and delivered Michal to David even though she had married another man.
The elders of Israel apparently had wanted to make David their king so Abner met with them and urged them to do so.  Abner then met separately with the men of Benjamin who probably needed more convincing.  Having secured the necessary agreements, Abner went with 20 men to David who prepared a feast for them.  David sent Abner away to make the arrangements for him to be king over Israel.  Shortly after Abner left Hebron, Joab returned from a raid with a great deal of plunder.  When he found out about Abner’s visit, he warned David that Abner had come only to spy.  Joab sent messengers to bring Abner back to Hebron where he killed him to avenge the death of his brother Asahel.
David was not complicit in the murder of Abner nor did he condone it.   When he discovered what Joab had done, he cursed Joab and his family.  He then ordered his attendants (including Joab) to tear their clothes and put on sackcloth in mourning for Abner.  David sang a lament for Abner and his actions satisfied the Israelites that he had nothing to do with the murder.  The chapter ends with David complaining that he was weak in the face of the sons of Zeruiah (Joab and Abishai).
While David was willing to establish peace with Israel, Joab’s vendetta against Abner was more personal since Abner had killed his brother.  Asahel’s death occurred in combat so it can be argued that Abner was justified and he even tried to avoid killing Asahel.  War is so prevalent that international rules for wars have been established.  Written agreements have been adopted identifying prohibited weapons, presumably killing by more conventional methods is codified as acceptable behavior.  
It seems to defy logic that men who one day are sworn enemies doing their best to kill one another are expected to live at peace the next day.  In that regard, Joab’s attitude toward Abner was a human response.  Still, without acceptance of peace, wars would never end.  Better that they never begin.
