Ish-Bosheth Murdered
The later kings of the Merovingian dynasty were known as “do nothing kings”.  The Merovingians came into power in France in the 5th century and ruled until 751.  They were initially very powerful, uniting Franks and Gallo-Romans and conquering much of Gaul.  Later generations were much less ambitious and became rulers in name only, often under the control of managers within the palace.  In our study of chapters 4 & 5 of 2nd Samuel, we see David becoming a powerful king as the weakness of Israel’s king cost him his life.
After the death of Abner in chapter 3, Ish-Bosheth was left to rule Israel without a protector.  He is described as a feeble king which troubled the people he ruled.  Baanah and Rechab who were captains of Ish-Bosheth’s army were sons of a Beerothite.  People of this tribe were considered Benjamites, however their ancestry was Caananite.  When Israel entered Canaan commanded by Joshua, the Hivites deceived the Israelites into making a treaty with them by telling them they came from a far away land (see Josh. Chapter 6).  Beeroth was one of four Hivite towns absorbed by the tribe of Benjamin (see Josh. 18:25).  The two brothers went to Ish-Bosheth’s house at the middle of the day where they found him lying in bed.  They killed him and beheaded him then went to Hebron to see David.
They brought Ish-Bosheth’s head to David as a prize.  Unlike Saul, there was no weapon or armor to bring as evidence so the head sufficed.   Much like the Amalekite who brought news of Saul’s death, the brothers thought they would be welcomed by David who would probably reward them.  They presented the head to David saying that God had avenged David with the death of Ish-Bosheth.  David’s reaction was the same as when he learned of Saul’s death and he meted out justice even quicker than before.  He told the men that if he ordered Saul’s slayer to be put to death for a mercy killing in battle, how much more would he require the lives of those who killed an innocent men lying in his bed.  David had the brothers put to death and hung their bodies by the pool at Hebron then had the head of Ish-Bosheth buried in Abner’s tomb.  
In chapter 5, the elders of the tribes of Israel went to David at Hebron to make a treaty with him and they anointed him as king over Israel.  Chapter 12 of 1st Chronicles describes a time of great celebration as an army of 340,000 men went to Hebron to declare their loyalty to David.  Since David was already king of Judah, the kingdoms were once again consolidated and he ruled over all of Israel.  David was 30 years old when he became king, the same age as Jesus when he began his public ministry.  Verse 6 confirms what we learned in 2:11, that David ruled as king of Judah for 7 & ½ years.  Since Ish-Bosheth was king for only 2 years, it may be that several years went by after Saul’s death before Abner installed him as king.
David’s first order of business as king was to march on the Jebusites who occupied Jerusalem.  The Jebusites were descendants of Canaan and had a long history of wickedness and idolatry. Despite being defeated in battle by Joshua, they continued to plague the Israelites and could not be dislodged from Jerusalem (see Josh. 15:63).  When David’s army arrived, the Jebusites taunted them saying that even the blind and lame could ward them off.  Their confidence was well founded as they had held Jerusalem for generations, nevertheless David took the city and took up residence there.  Jerusalem was the proper home for the king of Israel since it was the home of Melchizedek (see Gen. 14:18-20) and the New Jerusalem will be the home of Jesus. 
When the Philistines learned that David was ruler over all of Israel, they went in search of him.  He retreated to his stronghold and inquired of God if he should attack them.  On 2 occasions, God told David to pursue them and he defeated the Philistines twice, capturing their idols and striking them down from Gibeon to Gezer.
Despite his many shortcomings, Saul was a dynamic king who led his nation in battle, defeating   Canaanite tribes on multiple occasions (see 1st Sam. 14:47-48).  Ish-Bosheth was not cut from the same cloth, he more resembled the later Merovingian kings who ascended to the throne by birthright, unlike David who was not from a royal family.  Much like the earlier Israelites, those who later lived under Herod’s rule were uneasy because they knew he ruled only at the pleasure of Rome.  Their excitement about Jesus quickly turned to derision when they learned he would not be the strong king they hoped would throw off the yoke of the Romans.  They did not understand that He will rule the consolidated kingdoms of Jews and Gentiles.
