The Ark Brought to Jerusalem
Between my neighborhood and the church is an attractive countryside setting where a house was recently built.  Last fall, I noticed that a tent had been put up along with outdoor seating for what was obviously a wedding.  A few days later, the wedding took place, thankfully on a clear and pleasant day.  Outdoor weddings have become very popular and there are several venues around Aiken that are available for weddings.  Some offer elaborate amenities including outdoor stages for dancing and separate cabins for the bride and groom parties.  Michele and I are traveling to Cape Cod in May to attend our niece’s outdoor wedding at a posh beach club.  This wedding has been on the calendar for several months and like many weddings, I am sure that every detail has been planned out.  One variable outside the control of those who opt for outdoor weddings is the weather.   Dates for weddings are chosen well in advance and weather forecasts cannot be consulted leaving the event to the vagaries of nature.  In our study of 2nd Samuel chapter 6, we see God raining on the celebration David planned for relocating the ark to Jerusalem.
Soon after David established his kingdom over all of Israel, he rightfully decided to move the ark to Jerusalem.  The ark had experienced adventurous travels since it was originally built.  We previously studied God’s detailed plans for the tabernacle, the ark and other furnishings in Exodus chapters 25-30.  After the ark and tabernacle were built, they were carried by the Levites as the Israelites wandered in the desert.  After they arrived in Canaan, the ark was located in Shiloh where it remained for over 300 years.  It is thought that a more permanent structure may have been built there to house the ark.  During the time that Eli was judge and priest of Israel, the ark was captured by the Philistines in a battle with Israel (see 1st Sam. Chapter 4).  The ark was kept in 2 different Philistine towns for several months before it was sent back to Israel (see 1st Sam. Chapters 5 & 6).  It was kept in the house of Abinadab in Kirjathjearim where it remained until David went there to move it.
David brought 30,000 men who were chosen from among their tribes to attend the moving of the ark.  It would have been considered a great honor to participate in such a prestigious event.  They placed the ark on a cart and began a procession towards Jerusalem which was located about 9 miles west of Kirjathjearim  The parade had much pomp and circumstance with songs and multiple musical instruments and David joined the crowd in celebrating with all their might.  When the cart reached the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen pulling the cart stumbled and Uzzah who was a son of Abinadab reached out to steady the ark.  God struck him down for what He considered an irreverent act.  
David was both angry at what had happened and fearful of the Lord so he stopped the trip to Jerusalem and placed the ark in the home of Obed-Edom for 3 months.  David questioned how he could ever bring the ark to Jerusalem because of what had happened.  God blessed Obed-Edom and his family because of their custody of the ark.  When David learned of this blessing, he determined that the time was right to move the ark.  He went to retrieve the ark and continued the previous journey to Jerusalem, celebrating along the way as before and sacrificing animals with every 6 steps.  David wore a linen ephod and danced mightily.  His wife Michal observed him from a window and despised him for what she thought to be a shameless spectacle.  
When they reached Jerusalem, David had the ark placed in a tent that he had pitched for it.  That may have been the original tabernacle or another tent.  More sacrifices were offered and David sent the people to their homes with gifts of bread, raisins and dates.  When David returned home, Michal confronted him saying that he had disrobed in front of women and acted in a vulgar fashion.  David reminded her that God had chosen him over her father and that he would celebrate before God in an unabashed manner to the point of humiliation.  David was saying that he would worship God without reservation or shame even if it meant appearing undignified.
Reading this chapter without context might cause someone to question why God acted so callously in killing Uzzah.  After all, didn’t he only touched the ark to keep it from falling?  And didn’t he and his family faithfully attend to the ark for 20 years?  We find a clue in verse 2 which refers to the ark as “the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark”.  I know of no other verse in the Bible that calls the ark “The Name”.  This reinforces that the ark was to be considered God’s presence.  David’s anger over the incident may have been directed at himself.  He was the man in charge of the event and unlike outdoor wedding planners, he had a tool at his disposal to insure that things would go smoothly.  God had given detailed, specific instructions in Exodus regarding the transport of the ark and David failed to observe those rules.  The ark was to be carried by Levites who were to walk carrying poles that went through loops on the ark.  Instead, they carried the ark on a cart just as the Philistines had.  Uzzah was not permitted to touch the ark and doing so cost him his life.  Bob Deffinbaugh charitably observed that they may have forgotten God’s instructions.  1st Chronicles chapter 15 repeats the story about moving the ark with David has admitting that they had not acted properly in the first attempt (see 15:13).
The lesson we can learn is that God is holy and we are to approach Him with awe and respect.  The great procession that David led may have overshadowed God’s holiness as the crowd was caught up in celebrating.   On Sunday, Steve talked about the genesis of the praise song “The Heart of Worship”.  The song is about realizing that the order of worship, particularly the music, can distract us from the reason we are in church.  We are not there to have our ears tickled by the preacher or to be entertained by the musicians, we are there to worship a holy God and all aspects of the service must be devoted to Him.    

  
