Solomon’s Wives
I recently told the following joke to our small Wednesday night study group.  I ask for their indulgence as I share it with a wider audience.  
As a plane started to go down, the pilot ran to the back of the plane, strapped on a parachute and told the passengers to get out as he jumped.  Left on board were the President of the  United States, the Smartest Man in the World, a pastor, a Boy Scout and 3 parachutes.  The President said “I’m the most important man in the world so I have to survive.”  With that he took a parachute and jumped.  The Smartest Man in the World said “I’m the smartest man in the world and if I die, all that knowledge is wasted”.  He also took a parachute and jumped.  The pastor looked at the Boy Scout and said “Young man, I’ve lived a full life and I’m ready to be with the Lord so I want you to take the last parachute and I’ll go down with the plane”.  The Boy Scout replied “Oh you don’t have to do that Pastor, the Smartest Man in the World just jumped out with my backpack”.   In our continuing study of 1st Kings, we see King Solomon in his later years, arguably the smartest man of his time seeking out other gods, straying from his faith in God. 
Chapter 11 begins by noting that Solomon loved many foreign women besides Pharoah’s daughter.  He had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines for an even one thousand women, an astonishing number.  Parents want their children to outdo them.  David was a noted philanderer and polygamist but he was a piker in comparison to his son.  David set a poor example in regard to women so it is not surprising that Solomon followed in his footsteps.   Worse than the number of women was their nationalities.  All were of Canaanite descent, a violation of God’s prohibition against Israelites marrying Canaanite women.  God’s reason for this was that Canaanites would lead their spouses to worship other gods which was the case with Solomon.  He worshipped Ashtoreth and Molech, 2 notorious false gods.  Solomon built high places for those and other gods and offered sacrifices to them.
Because of this, God became angry with Solomon and told him that He would tear the kingdom from him and give it to one of his subordinates (Jeroboam) although it would not be during Solomon’s lifetime.  God said that he would allow his son to retain one tribe for the sake of David.
God then sent two men as adversaries who opposed Solomon for years.  First, Hadad the Edomite is named.  When David fought against Edom, Joab had killed all the men of Edom but Hadad, who was only a boy at the time, fled to Egypt with some of his father’s officials.  Pharaoh was so pleased with Hadad that he gave him one of his daughters as a wife.  When Hadad learned that David and Joab were dead, he asked for permission to return to Israel which was apparently granted.  Also harassing Solomon and Israel was Rezon, a servant of king Hadadezer who escaped and led a band of rebels in Aram where he ruled.
The remainder of the chapter is devoted to Jeroboam, an Ephramite who was one of Solomon’s officials.  He so impressed Solomon that he was put in charge of forced labor for some of Solomon’s building projects.  One day Ahijah who was a prophet of Shiloh took Jeroboam’s cloak and tore it into twelve pieces.  He gave 10 of those back to Jeroboam symbolizing that he would rule over 10 tribes of Israel.  God spoke through Ahijah, reaffirming His prophecy that Israel would remain united during Solomon’s lifetime.  Just as He had told Solomon, He told Jeroboam that He would build a dynasty for him if he kept His statutes and commands.  Solomon apparently heard what Jeroboam had been told and tried to kill him but Jeroboam fled to Egypt.
The chapter ends abruptly with the death of Solomon who ruled Israel for 40 years.
As I reflected on this chapter, I thought about how Paul in 1st Cor. 20 described some of the “wise” men of his age: “Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,  but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”
Solomon was no doubt, a very deep thinker who in his quest for endless knowledge probably looked to other gods thinking that he was missing something with the one God of the Israelites.  Pleasing his many wives by honoring their gods was probably important to him as well.  Generations later, Paul called the cross foolishness to the Greeks who like Solomon, pursued intellectual superiority.  The simplicity of the cross did not appeal to them as they, like Solomon, looked for something far more complex.  For the Jew, the cross was a stumbling block as they believed the law was the path to salvation and the viewed the cross as too easy.  As we study the Bible, and it is well that we do so, may we never stray too far from the simplicity of the cross.
