The Lord Appears to Solomon and the Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon
Does anyone have an old Blackberry they would like to sell?  I doubt there is much of a market for the device that once dominated the mobile communications market.  The Blackberry was developed in 1999 by the company Research in Motion which was headed up by Mike Lazaridis.  His Wikipedia page notes numerous awards and honors he received as well as significant charitable contributions he made following his company’s success.  Mr. Lazaridis may have been distracted by the external attention to the point of failing to attend to the internal affairs of his business.  Research in Motion did not maintain their momentum of innovation and by 2010, the iPhone was the top selling mobile device, replacing the Blackberry which has since been relegated to the dust bin of history.  In sharp contrast, after Michaelangelo completed painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel which took 4 years, he moved quickly to other projects for the rest of his life.  His body of work is astounding in the fields of painting, sculpture, architecture and poetry.  He seemingly never rested on his laurels, always looking for the next opportunity to use his talents.  In our study of 1st Kings chapter 9, we see that after Solomon completed the temple and palace, his focus turned to material possessions.
At the beginning of the chapter, God appeared to Solomon as He had done previously at Gibeon (see 3:5).  He told Solomon that He had heard his prayer and had consecrated the temple that Solomon had built, that He had put His name there and His Eyes and heart would always be there.  Regarding Solomon himself, God told him that if he walked before God with integrity as David had done, then He would establish Solomon’s royal throne over Israel forever.  
God then told Solomon if he or his sons served other gods, then He would cut off Israel and reject the temple.  He said that if that happened, Israel would be an object of ridicule among other nations.  People would ask “Why has God done this” and others would answer because they have forsaken God.  
At the end of the twenty years of construction of the temple and the palace, Solomon gave 20 towns in Galilee to Hiram because of the cedar, pine and gold Hiram had provided him.   Matthew Henry pointed out that the towns were probably not part of the land that God granted to the Israelites, otherwise Solomon would have erred in giving them away.  He further observed that Hiram was not pleased with the towns because it was agricultural land that he did not know how to manage.  He later returned them to Solomon (see 2nd Chron. 8:2) who resettled them with his countrymen.
What follows is an account of how Solomon used conscripted labor from the Canaanites who remained in Israel to build the temple, his palace and other building and town throughout the country.  He and Hiram continued their business dealings by partnering in sailing ships that brought more gold to Solomon.
In chapter 10, the Queen of Sheba visited Solomon.  While her country is not named in the Bible, some speculate that she came from Ethiopia, a distance of 1500 miles.  If that is accurate, Solomon’s fame extended far beyond the borders of Israel.  She may have visited Solomon to pursue trade or she may have just been curious about his reputation.  She was overwhelmed by the wisdom and material possessions of Solomon.  She praised God who because of His love for Israel, made Solomon their king.  Whether she recognized God as the one true God is not known.   She gave Solomon 120 talents of gold and he gave her gifts which were not specified.  
Under Solomon, Israel became so powerful that surrounding countries paid tribute.  Verse 14 notes that Solomon received 666 talents of gold annually, a troublesome number but we have no further evidence to determine its significance.  The remainder of the chapter is devoted to describing the vast amount of riches that were brought into Israel in the course of trade, tribute and gifts brought by people who came to hear the wisdom of Solomon.  
Of particular interest to me in chapter 9 is how God warned Solomon about turning to other gods.  Not only would his descendants lose their place on the throne, the entire country would be punished (see v. 7).   While that may appear unfair, Israel had a history of following the lead of the kings, good or bad.  This was one of several times in the Bible where it was predicted that Israel would become an object of scorn among other nations (see Deut. 28:37, Jer. 24:9&18, Psalm 44:14, Ez. 5:14-15).   Israel’s success in taking over Canaan led them to believe God gave them the land because of their righteousness, not understanding that it was because of the wickedness of the other nations (see Deut. 9:5).
As we have previously discussed, some refer to Solomon’s reign as the golden age of Israel because of the peace and prosperity they enjoyed.  With those blessings came complacency.  After finishing his construction projects, Solomon did not go onto the next big job for God, instead he sought to pursue his earthly desires.  In the modern church, there are examples of leaders who leveraged ministry success into personal gain while neglecting their responsibilities.  
To me, this is a caution to not become complacent in our faith but always seek to become more mature Christians and as a church we should always look for the next ministry opportunity.  As Paul might have said, we should run through the tape.    
