Israel Revolts Against Rehoboam
Meet the new boss, same as the old boss (only worse).  Have you ever looked forward to the retirement of a difficult boss (I wonder if any loan officers were doing a happy dance 6 years ago) only to discover that the new one is worse?  That’s probably how Willie Keith felt in The Caine Mutiny.  As a freshly minted ensign, he was assigned to a mine sweeper during WW2.  He was unimpressed with the ship and crew and judged its commanding officer to be unfit (an opinion not shared by the older crew members).  When that officer was transferred, Keith initially thought his replacement was a substantial upgrade.  Lt. Commander Queeg soon proved to be an authoritarian paranoiac who truly was unfit to command the ship.  In our study of 1st Kings, we see the Israelites outside of Judah meeting with the new king who proved to be worse for them than Solomon.  
At the beginning of the chapter, Rehoboam went to Shechem to be anointed as king.  While Solomon likely was father to many sons, Rehoboam is the only one named.  He was the son of Naamah, an Ammonite woman (see 14:21).  It is thought that he was 41 years old when he became king.  Choosing Shechem as the site of the coronation of the new king indicates that there was some attempt to mollify the northern tribes.  Ephraim was the most dominant of those tribes and was home to Shechem and Shiloh, both of which had been important cities throughout Israel’s history.  Jeroboam was summoned from Egypt to lead a delegation to meet with the new king.  Although Solomon was revered by many, he was apparently heavy handed with the common folks of Israel, conscripting them into labor and probably collecting exorbitant taxes.  With his death, the people saw an opportunity to negotiate more favorable terms and promised to serve Rehoboam if he was less harsh than his father had been.
Rehoboam sent them away for three days so that he could confer with his advisors.  He first asked the elders who had served his father how he should respond.  They advised him that if he reduced Israel’s burden, they would always be his servants.  The younger men who grew up with Rehoboam advised him to double down by increasing the burden.  Following their advice, he perversely boasted that he was far superior to his father in his brutality.  Verse 15 says this turn of events was from the Lord.
After hearing the response, the Israelites renounced their share in the house of David marking another division in the tribes of Israel, this one permanent.  Israel seemed to have had a bi polar relationship with David, claiming a larger share in him than Judah then claiming no share at all (see 2nd Sam. 20:1).  Ironically, Saul’s tribe of Benjamin remained loyal to Judah after the split thus preserving Jerusalem as the spiritual and governmental capitol of Judah.
Rehoboam tried to enforce his rule on Israel by sending Adoniram to collect taxes from the people but he was stoned to death and Rehoboam was forced to withdraw to the safety of Jerusalem.  He raised a large army and prepared to attack the northern tribes and force them to submit to his reign but God forbade him to go telling him through a prophet that the split was His doing.  Christopher Knapp observed that Rehoboam ought to have been thankful that God’s love for David had left him even two tribes.
Jeroboam went about securing his kingdom, first fortifying cities to protect against any attack from the south.  He then turned his mind to the spiritual consequences of the split.  The northern tribes were still under the law and obligated to worship and sacrifice at the place of God’s choosing (see Deut. 12:5-6) which was the temple.  Jeroboam feared that the loyalty of the people would revert to Rehoboam when they went to Jerusalem so he made two golden calves and set them up as gods in Bethel and Dan.   He further imitated God by building shrines and establishing an alternate festival to coincide with the Feast of Tabernacles.  He also appointed priests to replace the Levites who refused to participate in idol worship (see 2nd Chron. 11:13-14).  By establishing 2 places of worship, one north and one south, Jeroboam made worship a convenience.  He seemed to be careful to preserve the rituals while ignoring the relationship with God.  How quickly he abandoned God despite His promises (see 11:38).  He did not trust God to fulfill His prophecy and he did not trust his subjects enough to allow them to go to Jerusalem to worship.  Worse, his placement of the idol at Bethel had the potential to lure people from Judah to make a short trek to his altar.  His sinful practices set a precedent from which the future northern kings rarely strayed.  
Some would point to verses 15 and 24 and say that God orchestrated everything and that Rehoboam’s involvement was incidental.  I believe that God prophesied how things would turn out because he knew what choices Rehoboam would make.  Jeroboam also made choices that went against God’s promise to bless his kingdom if he walked in the ways of David.  Both men exercised their free will which was contrary to God’s desires.
