Elijah Fed by the Ravens
Imagine that you’re walking in the desert and you’re nearly out of water.  There’s only enough left in your canteen for another day then you discover a well with a hand pump.  As you probably know, pumps need to be primed so you have a choice.  You can use the last little bit of water you have to prime the pump or you can save your water so that you can survive one more day.  What do you do?  There’s no guarantee that the pump will yield any water even if you prime it but without more water, you won’t live much longer.  In 1st Kings chapter 17, we meet a widow who had a similar dilemma.
At the beginning, the prophet Elijah appears with no introduction.  He is just there telling King Ahab that there will be no rain in the land for the next few years unless he calls for it.  God then told Elijah to leave where he was and travel to the Kerith Ravine were he should hide.  Telling Ahab the land would have no rain invited punishment by the king so God was taking him out of harm’s way.  He provided water from the brook and sent ravens to bring him food.  Elijah did as he was told and stayed until the brook became dry.
God then sent Elijah to Zarephath which was between Tyre and Sidon on the Mediterranean coast.  God told him that he had commanded a widow there to provide him food.  When he arrived there, he met the widow who was gathering firewood.   He asked her to get him some water and as she went to get it, he also asked her to bring him a piece of bread.  She replied that she had only a little flour and oil that she planned to use to prepare a final meal for her and her son.  Elijah told her not to be afraid, that she should do as she said but first she should make a small cake of bread for him.  He told her that her flour and oil would not run out until the drought ended.  She did as Elijah told her and the flour and did not run out, providing food for her and her son as well as Elijah.
Later the woman’s son became ill, getting worse until he stopped breathing.  The woman accused Elijah of coming to her to kill her son as punishment for some sin in her past.  She did not consider that both she and her son would have died of starvation earlier if not for Elijah.  He took the boy to his room and cried out to God asking if He had brought tragedy to the house.  He stretched out on top of the boy three times and asked God to let him live.  The boy’s life returned and Elijah took him back to his mother who said that she realized that he was truly a man of God.
God used Elijah to strengthen the faith of the widow.  While God told Elijah that He had commanded the widow to provide food for Elijah, it is clear from the first words that she spoke to him that she no confidence that God would provide.  After Elijah assured her that God would replenish her provisions, she provided the cake for Elijah.  She could have refused in which case God would have provided another means to sustain Elijah.  It appears that she had a lapse of faith when her son stopped breathing but her faith was restored when Elijah brought her son back to life. 
It was well that Elijah should have appeared at such a time as the reign of Ahab.  Such an evil king required a especially righteous prophet to offset the damage Ahab could inflict on Israel.  Matthew Henry noted the abrupt manner of Elijah’s appearance, saying that is was as though he dropped out of the clouds to which he would later return (see 2nd Kings 2:11-12).  Elijah and Enoch are the only 2 men mentioned in the Bible who were translated to heaven.  They are also thought to be the two witnesses in chapter 11 of Revelation.
In this chapter we see God preparing Elijah to participate in a miracle that would require great faith.  God first sent him to the brook were he had to rely on God to provide his needs, using unclean birds as His waiters.  He then sent him to the widow through whom God again provided food for Elijah.  We will see in the next chapter how completely Elijah trusted God.
