Elijah Flees to Horeb
There is an old expression on Wall Street “buy the rumor and sell the news”.  Often, a stock will go up in value in anticipation of some future event that will have a positive impact the company.  Speculators will bid up the price but sometimes when the news is announced, the price will fall.  Sometimes the hype does not match the reality and when the news becomes public, it is anticlimactic.  We see a similar situation with Elijah in chapter 19 of 1st Kings.  
In the preceding chapter, Elijah exposed the prophets of Baal as fraudulent by showing that they could not call on their false gods to perform the miracle that God could.  Elijah had the false prophets seized and put to death.  At the beginning of chapter 19, Ahab had returned to his home and told his wife Jezebel what had happened on Mt. Carmel.  Jezebel was probably more wicked than Ahab and she was responsible for having many of God’s prophets killed (see 18:4).  It is thought that she had recruited the prophets of Baal from her homeland of Tyre and Sidon so she was enraged to learn that Elijah had put them to death.  She swore to have Elijah killed so he fled for his life.  He first went to Beersheba which was in Judah then continued on into the desert where he sat down and prayed to God that he could die.  He then fell asleep and while he slept, God sent an angel to provide him food and water.  He was refreshed and traveled 40 days until he reached Mt. Horeb (or Sinai) where he spent the night in a cave.  
The next morning God came to him and asked why he was there.  Elijah replied that the people of Israel had killed all the prophets and were trying to kill him as well.  God told him to go stand on the mountain.  Elijah stood on the mountain while God sent a mighty wind, an earthquake and a fire but God was not in any of those.  Finally, God came to him in a gentle whisper causing him to pull his cloak over his face. 
Again God asked why he was there and Elijah repeated his answer.  God told him to go to the Desert of Damascus where he was to appoint Hazael as king over Aram.  He also told him to appoint Jehu as king of Israel and Elisha as prophet to succeed him.  God would use those three men to punish the people of Israel who rejected Him but there were 7,000 remaining in Israel who remained faithful to Him.  
Elijah found Elisha plowing with 12 yoke of oxen, including a pair he drove himself which indicates that he and his family were prosperous.  Elisha said he wanted to say goodbye to his parents and Eijah replied with the curious question “What have I done to you?”  It may have been a rebuke or he may have been telling Elisha that he would not force him to go along rather he should make up his own mind.  Like the men who burned the Bounty, Elisha destroyed the means of his livelihood and cast his lot with Elijah.
In this chapter, we see Elijah going from a spiritual high to a valley.  He expected that the people of Israel would respond to his call to return to God with zeal, perhaps overthrowing Ahab and destroying the altars of Baal.  He probably thought that the events that occurred on Mt. Carmel had caused a great awakening.  Instead the Israelites appear to have returned to idolatry and would not protect Elijah from Jezebel.   Often we find that Satan will attack us at the times of our successes but for Elijah, his spiritual low seems to have been self inflicted.  God’s question “What are you doing here?” seems to confirm that.  Elijah feared Jezebel more than he trusted that God would protect him.  He bought the rumor but sold the news.  Charles Spurgeon noted that God gave Elijah something to do by sending him to the three men he would anoint.  Often a troubled mind can be soothed by a task at hand.
The location of Elijah’s meeting with God is significant as it was on Mt. Horeb that Moses first met God in the burning bush and where later he was given the 10 Commandments.  It is not clear whether God sent him to Mt. Horeb to converse with him or if Elijah went there of his own volition.  Regardless of Elijah’s motivation, God chosen to communicate with him there.  After the dramatic conflagration that had consumed the sacrifice and even the soil, Elijah was probably looking for another display of God’s awesome power.  Instead God came to him with a whisper to get his attention then provided him with specific instructions along with the reassurance that 7,000 faithful remained in Israel.  
Finally, I detect a sense of pride in Elijah when he answered God.  He said that he had been very zealous for God and he was the last prophet left.  He seemed to think he deserved better because he had been faithful to God showing that he had a different perspective than that of God.   
