Naboth’s Vineyard
In the movie The Manchurian Candidate, Eleanor Iselin is married to a senator.  She is a ruthless woman who is in league with communists from China and the Soviet Union in a plot to take over the US government.  Her husband is a weak, bumbling man who nevertheless rises in his party to become the candidate for Vice-President.  His wife orchestrates the entire affair, planning to use her son to assassinate the presidential candidate so that her husband would be elected president.  After his election, she planned to have her husband use emergency powers to establish a dictatorship that she would control. If you have not seen the movie, I won’t spoil the ending.  In our study of 1st Kings chapter 21, we continue to see how Jezebel manipulated her husband to commit atrocities.  
At the beginning of the chapter, Ahab went to a man named Naboth to buy a vineyard from him.  The man was called a Jezreelite and the vineyard was close to Ahab’s palace.  Ahab offered to trade Naboth land that was better than what he owned or to purchase the land. Naboth refused, saying that he would not give up the land that his family had inherited (see Lev. 25:23, Num. 36:7).   Ahab could have taken the land by force, instead he went home and sulked.  Jezebel asked “Is this how you act as king over Israel?”.  She told him that she would get the vineyard for him.
Jezebel drafted letters in Ahab’s name with his seal on them and sent them to the elders of Jezreel.  She instructed them to proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place.  It is thought that there was some calamity at the time that called for a day of fasting and that a scapegoat would be needed to blame.  She told the elders to have men practiced in the art of lying say that Naboth had cursed God and the king.  Although she preferred the false god Baal, she would invoke God’s name when convenient.  When the two men falsely accused Naboth, the people were to stone him to death.  Matthew Henry speculated that Naboth was one of the 7,000 who had not bowed down to Baal making him a target for Jezebel.  That he would not violate God’s law by giving up his family land further provoked her.  The elders did as they were told and Naboth was stoned making the complicit in his murder.  It appears that they also killed Naboth’s sons so that there would be no one to inherit his land (see 2nd Kings 9:26).  They sent word to Jezebel who told Ahab to go take possession of the vineyard.
God sent word of Naboth’s death to Elijah and told him to confront Ahab.  He was to say to him that he was a murderer and that dogs would lick up his blood where Naboth died.  Elijah went to Ahab as God instructed and told him that God would bring destruction on him, his family and even his slaves.  He also told him that dogs would devour the flesh of Jezebel.  Ahab responded by tearing his clothes, putting on sackcloth and fasting.  God took notice that Ahab had humbled himself and told Elijah that he would not bring the disaster on Ahab’s house but would defer it to his sons (see 2nd Kings 9:24-26 and 10:1-8).  
Some thoughts on this chapter.
Jezebel held the elders of Israel in such little regard that she presumed they would participate in her scheme.  The elders held God in such little regard that they agreed.  What foul deed someone may ask of us may not reflect our true character but it does reflect their opinion of us.  
Ahab was a weak man who was controlled by his wife.  I think he had a fear of God but probably feared Jezebel more.  Much like Herod feared and respected John the Baptist, I think Ahab had similar thoughts about Elijah.  Regarding his apparent contrition, it is hard to know if he was sorry for what he did or sorry that he had been discovered.  
Some skeptics have noted that since God’s prophecy about Ahab did not come about exactly as described, it calls into question the consistency of God’s word.  It does not indicate inconsistency, rather it reveals God’s merciful nature.  He does not change his mind, instead He reacts to our response to Him (see Isaiah 38:1-5).
