The Lord’s Judgement on Ahaziah
You probably recognize the name William Calley.  He was an officer commanding a unit of soldiers in Viet Nam who massacred hundreds of innocent civilians in the village of My Lai in 1968.  Despite witnesses who testified that there were other officers and enlisted men guilty of war crimes, Calley was the only one convicted.  He was sentenced to 20 years in prison and released after serving 3 & ½ years.  You may not recognize the name of Hugh Thompson who has been referred to as the hero of My Lai.  Thompson was a warrant officer who was the pilot of a helicopter who arrived on the scene at My Lai as Calley and his men carried out their atrocities.  Thompson confronted Calley who outranked him and told Thompson to move out of the way, claiming he was following orders.  Thompson considered that an illegal order and refused, placing his helicopter between Calley’s unit and the civilians.  He later testified against Calley but was ostracized by many officers and Congressman Mendel Rivers wanted him to be court martialed for his actions.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 1, we see a captain who defied an illegal order issued by King Ahaziah.  
At the beginning the chapter, it is noted that Moab rebelled against Israel.  Despite his barren spiritual condition, Ahab was a competent administrator and military leader of Israel who continued Israel’s dominance over neighboring countries.  His death gave the Moabites an opportunity to resist and their war with Israel and Judah is covered in chapter 3.  Other than the brief mention of Moab, chapter 1 is devoted entirely to the brief reign of Ahaziah.  
In verse 2, Ahaziah fell through the lattice in an upper room of the royal palace in Samaria.  He was seriously injured and sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub the god of Ekron to see if he would recover.  Ekron was one of five Philistine cities that had resisted attempts by the Israelites to conquer them. The worship of Baal seems much more complicated than the worship of God insomuch as there appeared to be multiple local false gods called Baals.  The Baal in question called Zebub was known as the lord of the flies and later the lord of dung, leading the Israelites to use the name for Satan.  On their way to consult the god, the messengers were met by Elijah who asked them “Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub the god of Ekron?”  He prophesied that Ahaziah would die in his bed. 
When the messengers returned to Ahaziah, they told him what Elijah said and when he questioned them, he knew it was Elijah.  He sent a captain with 50 men to order Elijah to come down from the mountain on which he sat.  The captain called him a man from God and Elijah responded “If I am a man of God, may fire come down and consume you and your 50 men”.  Just as he said, fire fell from heaven and destroyed the men.  A second captain was sent with another 50 men with the same result.  When a third captain with another 50 men went to Elijah, the captain begged Elijah to spare him and his men.  The angel of the Lord told Elijah to go with the man to meet Ahaziah.
When he reached Ahaziah, he told the king face to face what he had said to his messengers.  He made it clear that he would die because he had called on Baal-Zebub rather than God and so Ahaziah died.  Since he had no son, his brother Joram succeeded him as king of Israel.
Some who read this chapter think that Elijah was harsh in having the first two groups of soldiers killed, however it was God who sent the fire not Elijah so they were punished for siding with Ahaziah rather than God.
What little we know about Ahaziah is captured in this chapter and a few verses of the last chapter of 1st kings.  The Bible records nothing positive about him, only that he was evil and that he sought counsel from Baal rather than God (see Mark 14:9).
Elijah was performing his ordained duties as God’s prophet when Ahaziah sought to impose his will.   As we discussed last week, it is not the role of government to impose laws about religion on the people.  Jesus made that clear with his famous answer to the Pharisees “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s”.  Pauls’ teaching was consistent with that when he said that we are to submit to governing authorities (see Rom. 13:1-8, 1st Pet. 2:13-21).  
