An Axhead Floats
In the movie Field of Dreams, Mark who is the brother in law of Ray Kinsella thinks Kinsella has gone mad in plowing up a valuable corn field to build a baseball diamond.  Kinsella and his family are entertained daily by baseball games played by Shoeless Joe Jackson and a collection of long dead major league ballplayers.  Mark can’t see the players until one day he causes Kinsella’s daughter to fall from the bleachers and she nearly chokes on the hot dog she was eating.  Jarred by the near fatal accident, Mark’s eyes are opened so he sees the players and he relents on his threatened foreclosure of the farm.  In our study of the first section of 2nd Kings chapter 6, we see God using blindness to prevent the capture of Elisha.
In this chapter, we see more miracles performed by Elisha.  First, he went with the company of prophets to cut down trees to use for poles.  They were at Gilgal where they had lodging perhaps like a dormitory to house them and they needed more space (a good problem to have).  There must have been an abundance of trees growing along the banks of the Jordan River so they went there to harvest some trees.  As one of the prophets was cutting down a tree, the head of the axe he was using came off and fell into the water.  He was alarmed because the axe was borrowed.  Either he could not afford to replace it or wanted to return the axe in the same condition as when he borrowed it.  Displaying the quick thinking that he was known for, Elisha cast a stick into the river which caused the axe head to float and the prophet was able to retrieve it.  
Later, we read that once again Aram was at war with Israel (I wonder if Naaman was leading the army against Israel).   As the king of Aram (probably Ben-Hadad II) laid out his battle plans, Elisha knew what was discussed and disclosed the plans to Jehoram who was king of Israel. Although he was not on friendly terms with Jehoram, Elisha warned him to protect the people of Israel.   After that happened multiple times, the king of Aram thought there was a spy among his officers.  When he confronted them, he was told that Elisha could discern even what he spoke in the privacy of his bedroom.  The king sent a large force of men on horseback and in chariots to capture Elisha.  He knew from experience even a troop of fifty men would be insufficient to seize a prophet chosen by God (See chapter 1).  
When the army from Aram arrived at Elisha’s home in Dothan, Elisha’s servant saw the soldiers and in his frightened state he asked Elisha “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?”.  Elisha responded “Don’t be frightened, those who are with us are more than those who are with them”.  He then prayed and God opened the eyes of his servant so he could see that the hills were full of horses and chariots of fire surrounding and protecting Elisha.  As the opposing army advanced, Elisha prayed that God would strike them with blindness.  
The blindness God inflicted on them was partial, God allowed them to see only what He wanted them to see.  Elisha told them they were in the wrong place and that he would lead them to the man they sought.  He took them to Samaria and again prayed to God who removed their blindness so they could see they really were in the wrong place, the enemy camp in Samaria.  Jehoram saw an opportunity to defeat his enemy and asked Elisha if he could kill them.  Elisha would not allow it and instead told Jehoram to prepare a feast for them.  They were fed and sent back to their home.  The incident stopped the raiding parties coming from Aram, due either to the kindness shown to the Arameans (see Rom. 12:20) or the fear instilled in them by Elisha.
In this chapter, we first see the blindness of Elisha’s unnamed servant, presumably not Gehazi who betrayed Elisha’s trust in the preceding chapter.  As a servant of Elisha, the man likely knew God but was frightened by what his eyes could see, the sudden appearance of a strong force of Arameans.  God opened his eyes so that he could be comforted by the protection provided by God.  When we see troubles in our path, the sight of them can blind us to the blessings that God can send us.  We often focus on the negative rather than the positive.
We also see the blindness of the Aramean soldiers.  Their blindness was the opposite of the servant, they saw only the opportunity to pursue their evil purpose until God opened their eyes to the danger they faced.   Unsaved people can be happy in their sinful lives and oblivious to what they risk by not putting their faith in Jesus.  Sadly, some never experience saving faith but others do, often as a result of a jarring event that leads them to repentance.
Finally, we can be blind to the needs of those in our community who are less fortunate.  Sometimes it takes a jarring event such as Hurricane Helene to open our eyes to the poverty that existed long before the hurricane. 
