Ahab’s Family Killed
In just a few months we will have to suffer through the mid term elections.  We will soon be inundated with political commercials, in fact I saw one just a few days ago.  The candidate whose name escapes me showed pictures of himself with the governor of his state who enjoys high favorability ratings.  That seems to be a common strategy, using someone else’s popularity and name recognition to offset the candidate’s lack of both.  They want to plant the idea in the viewer’s head that they have the same qualities as the more popular politicians, sort of capitalizing on their legitimacy.  Less popular office holders are nowhere to be seen in those commercials as their lack of appeal might attach to the candidates.  In fact, that seems to be a favorite political dirty trick, showing a picture of an opponent with a disgraced politician, preferably one who has served time in prison.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 10, we see Jehu employing the strategy of aligning himself with a man known to be righteous.  You could say he wanted to use Jehonadab to give him some street cred.
In chapter 10, Jehu continued his purge of Baal worshippers in Israel.  There were 70 sons of Ahab living in Samaria so Jehus sent letters to the elders and guardians of the city challenging them to name one of the sons as king and defend his crown.  They had heard what had happened to the two kings who tried to resist Jehu so they sent word back that they would not appoint a king and would do whatever he asked.  Jehu replied that if they were with him then they would decapitate the 70 sons of Ahab and send the heads to him.  They complied and sent the heads in a basket to Jezreel where Jehu displayed them in front of the people of Jezreel.  Jehu declared the people of Jezreel innocent of their deaths saying it was the people of Samaria who had killed them but it was to fulfill God’s prophecy about Ahab’s family.  Jehu killed all remaining in Jezreel who were relatives or officials of Ahab.  
Jehu then went toward Samaria and met relatives of Ahaziah on the way.  He ordered them put to death and 42 men were killed.  He continued on and met a man named Jehonadab and asked if he was in accord with him.  Jehonadab was of the Rechabites, a nomadic tribe descended from the Kenites who were from Midian, the home of Jethro who was the father-in-law of Moses.  Jehonadab established strict rules for living an austere life much like the Nazarites and was a leader of his tribe.  Jehu invited him to join him in his chariot as he proceeded on to Samaria.
When Jehu arrived in Samaria, he brought the people together and told them that he was a greater disciple of Baal than Ahab was.  He announced a great sacrifice to Baal and asked them to summon all the prophets and priests who served Baal.  All the ministers of Baal came and there was a great crowd that Jehu brought into the temple.  He provided robes for them to wear to identify them.  Once they were inside, he ordered his men to kill them all and posted guards outside to make sure that none escape.  They demolished the sacred stone and then burned the temple.  Jehus used deceitful means to accomplish God’s purpose, again demonstrating that He can draw a straight line with a crooked stick.
Jehu’s zeal for eliminating Baal worship in Israel did not extend to the worship of golden calves that had been instituted by Jeroboam (see 1st Kings 12:28-33).  He allowed that practice to continue and it was a snare for the people of Israel.  God told Jehu that because he had been faithful in destroying the house of Ahab that He would permit his sons to rule in Israel down to the 4th generation.  Despite God’s promise, Jehu was not completely faithful and so God began to reduce the size of Israel by allowing Hazael to take territory from them east of the Jordan River.
As Clay pointed out last week, Jehu’s lasting legacy was that he went far beyond the mandate God gave him for his own glory.  In Hosea chapter 4, God told Hosea that He would punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel.   While Jehu was used by God, he did not have faith in God so he used Jehonadab to make up for his shortcomings.
We often want to be seen in the orbit of successful people and we have all been guilty at times of name dropping.  On the other hand, we tend to shy away from disreputable people and yet we are called to be salt and light.  We have to balance ministering to unsaved people without being drawn into bad habits.  Jesus had no reservations about associating with sinners as He was incapable of succumbing to their sinful practices (see Matt. 9:12).  Rather than fearing their reputations would attach to him, he gladly took on their (and our) sins as His own.
There will be a time when using someone else’s identity as our own will be not only acceptable but essential.  When those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior stand before a holy God, it will be Jesus whom He sees.
